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Spoon as Lady Woodford wit gone, 
1 1 'begged Mrs. Stevens to let mt 
retire” to the room, in whieht was to reſt 


that night, She com plied with m Fre- 
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quelt, a after having firſt tried jo jo, preva 
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her, It was impoſſible, and deſired to 


be left to myſelf.“ She, at length, con- 
ſented. 


When I was alone, I threw myſelf on 
the bed, and gave a looſe to an affliction | 
which, at that time, ſeemed to bid de- 

- fiance to every mode of alleviation : and 
when 1 conſidered that Lord Woodford 
would be rendered very unhappy, on 
hearing of my haſty flight from him, my 
anguiſh was doubled, often did I ſhriek, 
ſo torturing were my ſenſations ſharpened | 
by deſpair. | 

In a few days, the treatment which I 
received the gentleſt imaginable - made 
me more reſigned to my lot, tho it 
could not render me entirely contented 


with it. —Fewer were my violent excla- 
mations, | but 1 funk 3 into a Aru 


friendly efforts could rouſe — 


: Woodford engtoſſed my thoughts, day 
and 


F 


LADY WOODFORD. 3 
and night ; and 1 fancied that he was as 


wretched as myſelf. 
At laſt, Lady Woodford made her 


appearance: ſhe looked as if ſhe had been 


in.—She was very ferious': yet ſhe- was 
particularly kind to me. 1 longed, im- 
patiently, to know how my Lord did, 


but was afraid to enquire after him.— 


However, the complacency of her be- 
haviour, and the geod natured tone of 
her voice, when ſhe ſpoke to me, con- 
quered my diffidence. Lifcing up my 
eyes to her friendly face, I ſaid, „ Has 
« your ladyſhip been indiſpoſed! * 

<4 No, Fanny; ' replied 5 with an 
affectionate voice. 

„Has my Lord ?” added I eagerly 
—while my cheeks glowed. 

« Heis better,” anſwered ſhe, with a 


B 2 6 Gracious 
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“ Gracious Heaven lo cried I. eruelly 


alarmed, c has he been fick then? 


Wretch that I am - perhaps Ihave been 
the cauſe of his illneſs.” 


3 could ſay no more; Iſunk down i in- 
to A chair: 2 violent ſhower of tears hin- 


dered me from fainting. 1 gave my- 


ſelf vp to a ſorrow which I; could not 
ſuppreſs, and the indulgence of-it afford: 
ed ſome eaſe to my mind. I was even 
rejoyced, if I may uſe the word, ſo to 


rie ve, as my Lord had ſuffered ſo _—_— 


n my account. ; 
Lady Woodford appeared to 3 con- 
ſiderably touched at my affliction. She 


aſſured me that her ſon had been very R 


much out of order, and that, to her ex- 
treme concern, my. removal. from him had 
ↄccaſioned his indiſpoſition: But I hope,“ 
continued ſhe, © as he is now growing bet- 
e, 
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c ter, that time will bring him i into a con- 


dition to hear reaſon.” 


I ſighed, for I knew that if bis kink 
our ſhould prove anſwerable to her wiſhes, 
I ſhould be totally forſaken by him. —T 
was convinced, indeed, of the propriety 


of ſuch a behaviour on his ſide, but , 


could not help grieving to- think that 
there ſhould be a neceſſity for it. I en- 
deavoured to: appear compoſed, but all 


my attempts were to no purpoſe. Ay 
Lady Woodfard ſaw my ſtruggles, 
and ſhe pitied me; yet ſhe could not 
relinquiſh the deſign ſhe had'fo long pro- 
jetted, with a heart: felt pleaſure. She 
made a number of affectionate ſpeeches to 


me, but when the roſe to go, added 


« You. will remember your promiſe, 


Fanny, if my ſon, when he comes 
abroad, offers to viſit you.: 


* pride here combated a little with 
3 my 
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| 5 my renderneſs for Lord Woodford ; and 


3 thought I ſhould diſcover conſiderable 
meanneſs by ſhewing a deſire to come into 
a family who were fo unwilling to have 


me allied to them. I, therefore, aſſured : 


her, with a - havghtineſs, for which 1 
afterwards: condemned myſelf, That 


«+ ſhe might depend 995 00 not —_ 
my Lord.” 


As ſoon as ſhe was gone, 1 . 


of my promiſe, and of the manner in 


which I confirmed it. I began to look 
upon myſelf as the moſt abje& of human 
creatures, for receiving favours from 'a 
lady who beheld me in ſo deſpicable a a 
light, when it was in my power to gain 
a ſubſiſtence with my pencil. But when 
Lalſo conſidered, that my mother might 
poſſibly find me out, and drag me 
back to Sir Thomas, or ſell me to any 
&fher man who would lay down a large 
; fum- | 


1 


LADY W@ODFORD. 7 


ſum for me, 1 was ſhocked, was ter- 


rified, I was humbled to the duſt: and 
by the time that I reached my chamber, 
wondered how ſuch a little inſignificant 
girl of no birth nor fortune, ſhould ever 
how imagined that a man of Lord 


Woodford's rank would think of ma- 
king her his wife. I even began to be 


aſtoniſhed at my aſſurance, for having 
ever thought of ſuch a thing. © To ima- 
«vine myſelf deſerving of an alliance 


« with Lord Wood ford, how ridiculous ! 


1 have met with an uncommon friend in 


Lady Woodford, and ought to thank 


Heaven for being in the ſituation I am: 
<«.yet how differently was I ſituated in 
& my little rural retreat, bleſſed with my 
Lord's charming ſociety ! © with him 


«.converlin;,!—O how painful isrecollec- | 


ce tio. To remember the happy hours . 
have enjoyed by his ide—hours never 


e B 4 to 


— 
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6 to return! But I muſtendeavour to \for- 


get them:—how delightful has been 


« my dream why was I ever waked out 
<« of it? Vet I ſhould not repine—tho? we 
e muſt feel pangs of regret, when we are 
„ deprived of what conſtituted; all our 
« felicity in this world.“ if beo 
When I had for ſome 1 time given way 
toa train of melancholy reflections, a. 


new ſet roſe in my mind, I, retuined. 


fervent thanks to the Almighty, far, ha- 
ving reſtored Lord Woodforg' $. health, 
and. made a firm reſolution to avoid him, 
if poſſible, leſt I ſhould be the ſource of 
any freſh trouble to. him. Ly then, re- 
turned to Mrs. Stevens, vo treatech me- 

with a greater kindneſs and reſpect than 
uſual: as ſhe and Lady Wood ford had been 


in private together, could r.ot help at- 


rributing, the increaſed. civilities Lreeciv- - 
ed to her ladyſhips injunctions; W ith 
thoſe 
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thoſe _civilities, from whatever fpring 
they flowed; I could not but be pleaſed : 
and I trove to return them. My grate- 
ful behaviour ſoon; gaiged me Mrs. Ste- 
vens's. affection: whenever I was with 
her, I endeavoured. to be chearful a 
when I was alone, I reftected ſo much 
upon Lord W oodford's amiable qualities, 
and upon all thoſe, tender, attentions 
which. had won my heart, that I blamed, 
myſelf ſeverely. for having: hy my.deſer-. 
tion, impaired his health, and geprived: 
bim of happineſs 2 my ſighs were 
frequent, and often were my eyes be- 
dimmed with my tears 
laa few days after 1 Woodfard's 
viſit, a genteel young man came ta ſee 
Mrs. Stevens: ſhe called him Mr. 
Gordon. He Raid ſupper 3 behaved. 
with paliteneſs.. to Mrs. Stevens, but. 
his carriage to me was Kill more polite, 
EE „  _m__ 


W Be | , 
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I was very ſenſible of his partiality, yet 
it diſpleaſed me, becauſe I was neither 
in humour to receive his diſtinguiſhing 
douceurs, nor to return them. 

Mrs, Stevens took notice of the par- | 
- ticularity of his behaviour when he was 
gone. Mr, Gordon is a very agreeable 
man, I think.” : 

F could not contradict that declara- 
tion, without rendering my judgment 
queſtionable, for moſt women would 
have been of her opinion. | 

He is very 'deferving of eſteem,” 
added ſhe : having made an excellent 
4 ſon to a father who was not ſo good as 
| «he ought to have been ; but an aunt as 
% amply rewarded him, by leaving him 
much more than his father ſquandered, 
« during bis life, Mr. Gordon has, alſo, 


« agenteel place, and his expectations are 
« very flattering.” 


This 
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This ſpeech: was-evidently- pointed at 
me, but I confeſs/I thought I was, in no 
ſhape, concerned in it; I, therefore, 
paid little attention to it. However, in 
a ſnort time afterwards, Mr. Gordon 
having been extremely ſtudious to pleaſe 
me, made a ſerious avowal of his love 
and regard for me, and was proceeding 
to give me a minute account ON! his * 
ieee i 
Il ſtopped him. I cannot dnia ad 
« * marrying, Sir,“ replied I, . and beg 
you would ag no more to me v_ 
this ſubje&.” 5 > ain 
The manner in which 1 n my 
reply, would have been, I imagined, 
quite ſufficient to hinder: a ' renewal of 
his addreſſes, but he returned to the 
charge. with great warmth. Finding, 
towever, at laſt; after repeated repulſes, 
chat —_ gained not the leaſt ground upon 
8 | =o 23 me, 
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me, he altered liis behaviour, but con- 
tinued his viſits to Mrs. Stevens, and at» 


tempted, by numberleſs affiduities, ta 
render himſelf agreeable to me.—Vain 
were all his attempts; I thought too 
much about Lord Woodford to be af- 
fected by the carriage of any other man. 
I fancied, perpetually, that I heard him 
ſigh, and complain to his mother for 
having ſeparated us; I faniced that L 
faw him pale, dejected, .deſpairing. | 
While I was mournfally ruminating 
on paſt ſcenes, and almoſt wiſhing, in the 
bitterneſs of dependence, that I had ne- 
ver known Lord Woodford, I was in- 
formed of his arri vll. 
I ſtarted: I changed cole; F 9/4 
heart fluttered, as if it would have flown: 
from my boſom to meet him; but when 
L- reflected upon the promiſes I. had 
. upon the reſolution I had formed, 
| ] was 
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FE was ready to die with regret, nenn 
was my repentan ce. 

l opened my mouth, eee 
tell the ſervant . that I could not ſee him, 
but ſhut it before I had courage enough to 
pronounce words ſo foreign to my heart. 
The ſervant, during this conflict in 
my breaſt, waited : to make it more 
acute, my lord, himſelf, whofe pardon 
I could have, proſtrate at his feet, implo- 
red, for having accaſioned any the ſlight- 
eſt uneaſineſs to him, waited for an an- 
ſwer. Yer, when I reflected on Lady 
Woodford's kind regard for me, on the 
real injury ſhould do to her family, by 
encouraging my lord to make Her un- 
happy on ny account; when ] confider- 
ed that ſhould do my Lord the grea- 
teſt harm by not endeavouring to cruſn 
an 2 . r ee 


s vo . . 
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conſidered that by acting in ſueh a man- 
ner, as to wound his peace, I ſhould on- 
ly make myſelf doubly difagreeable in 
the end, 1 reſolved to ſtifle: my moſt 
_ earneſt wiſhes to fee him: I reſolved to 
keep: my promiſe to Lady Woodford in- 
violate.— ] bade the ſervant tell my lord, 
that I was very ſorry not to have it in 
my power to wait upon him in the par- 
lour: adding, that I could ſee nobody. 
As ſoon as the ſervant was gone from 
me with that meſſage, I would have gi- 
ven the world to recall it. I threw my- 
ſelf back in the chair, covered my face 
with my handkerchief, and rei free 
courſe to my tears. 2553505095 
A moment's. recollection, however, 
rouzed me. 1 fancied that my lord 
would not readily: take a denial: and 
well knowing my own weakneſs; well 
knowing that if I ſaw him, and liſtened 
Ee ta 
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to him, my beſt reſolves would melt 
away immediately, I roſe haſtily, and | 
not only bolted the chamber-door, but 
ran into a cloſet in the fartheſt part of the 
room, and faſtened my myſelf in, that 
might not hear his enchanting voice, 
I ſtaid in the cloſer till I imagined he 
had left the houſe : then ringing the bell, 
I deſired the ſervant to tell Mrs. Stevens 
that I ſhould be glad of her company. i 
She came directly. I aſked her, if 
ſhe had ſeen Lord Woodford. : 
She anſwered in the affirmative. 

* do not preſs you to tell me what he 
fuld,“ replied I. ( but I ſhould be glad 
« to hear that he is quite recovered. “ x 
Heis pretty well,“ ſaid ſhe, con- 
« ſidering all things; and now, my dear 
Fanny,“ continued ſhe, let me be- 
ce (tow all the praiſes on you, which you, . 
* certainly, deſerve, Never did any wo- 

man 


16 


& man conduct herſelf with more diſcre- 
e tion than you have done in an affair 


e which required uncommon prudence.” 
Do not laviſh encomiums on me, 
9 dear Mrs. Stevens,” cried 1: fo little 
e am I fatisfied with my behaviour upon 

e this trying occaſion, that I heartily wiſh _ 
* could recall what is paſt. How could 
6 I, who have been ſo generouſly, ſo ten- 
6 derly, ſo reſpe&tully treated by Lord. 
« Woodford ; how could I refuſe to ſee 
<« him ? And the firſt time he came abroad 
<« too after his illneſs, an illneſs which I 


had, moſt probably, occaſioned! Was 


ever any behaviour more unkind, more 
e ungrateful, more inhumane ?” i 
* We are ſometimes, indeed,” repli- 
ed Mrs. Stevens, *< obliged to make uſe. 
« of deſperate remedies ; deſperate caſes. 
demand them: the loſs of a limb is 
« by no means deſirable, but to preſerve 
4 life, 
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* life, who would not biete am- 
6 * putation 8 ATE > +4 pA ag js 5 
1 ſighed, but n no * IE I: 
could. not bear the ſtinging reflections: - 
which crowded. into my mind. I wiſh- 
ed, very ſincerely, to make Lord 
Woodford ſomeamendsfor the ungtate - 
ful part I had acted. At laſt, I recollec- 
ted that I had never promiſed not to write 
to him. I, therefore, determined to 
write immediately : and zcand as mann * 
enn Raw . 550 * _ 


* Wenns +. 
To an ann che m_— of” - 
7121 | Woodford. - a K 
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upon a poor, friendleſs giti, by 
the moſt humane, the moſt: generous of 
MER, equired * deen returns 
from 
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from her, than thoſe which he has recei-' 
ved. How was it poſſible for her to re- 
fuſe to ſee her amiable benefactor es, 
my Lord, I refuſed to ſee you, [ mut the 
door againſt you: but when your lord- 
ſhip is acquainted with the motives; by 
which I' was actuated, my. conduct, 
which has, doubtleſs, appeared to you 
highly exceptionable, will, I flatter my- 
ſelf, be rather applauded than condemn- 
eg. But as I cannot exculpate myſelf 
from the charge of ingratitude, ſo rea- 
ſonably to be levelled at me by your lord- 
ſhip, without unfolding the inmoſt re- 
ceſſes of my heart, I muſt intteat yo 
Lordſhip's particular attention. 
When you left me, my Lord, to go 
to Derbyſhire; the violence of my affec- 
tion pardon the expreſſion made me 
very reſtleſs; and unhappy; your abfence 
excluded felicity from my boſom.— - 
never 
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never conſidered, indeed, that of all 
people I had the leaſt reaſon to imagine 
you would be always with me. Let, 
as you had kindly permitted me to en- 
joy many hours of your entertaining 
company, I repined at being deprived 
of it, even while you went to viſit your 
relations.—-I was ſoon puniſhed for my 
preſumption, Lady Woodford, pro- 
voked, no doubt, to find that an inſig - 
nificant creature, engaged ſo much of 
your time; and concluding, very natu- 
. rally, from appearances, that 1 was a 
girl as deſtitute of virtue, as I am of 
friends, came and convinced me of my 
erroneous behaviour, in giving the world 
room, by living at your Lordſhip's ex - 
pence, to believe that I really was the 
character they ſuppoſed me to be.— - 
And as your connection, with a perſon 
en criminal, neceſſarily alarmed 
LAY. 
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Lady Woodford, ſhe came to me to in- 
form herſelf thoroughly of all that had paſ- 


ſed between us. I am ſure ſhe felt the 5 


ſmcereſt pleaſure, a truly maternal ſatis- 
faction, to find that ſhe had been miſta- 
ken, and that Lord Woodford had not 
made the ſlighteſt attempt to ſeduce the 
girl whom he had nobly, and gene- 
rouſly, taken under his protection But, 
my Lord, tho' my virtue has not been 
violated; my character is irretrievably : 
loſt: and can Lord Woodford, in oppoſi - 
tion to his worthy family, regardleſs of 
the duty and affection which he owes to 
tke beſt of mothers, regardleſs too of his 
on honour and future peace, thinle 
of making an indiſcreet alliance with a 
poor friendleſs girl? —That girl is too 
honeſt « to ſuffer r bim to . with ſo much 


— « — 


4 - 


| Ay my ſeem, let me adler 1 
ä | can 


f 
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can add-it without a bluſh—my affection 


for you operate ſufficiently to hinder _ 


me. from conſenting . to your ruin. —[ 
have reaſon to love you, my Lord; Ido 
love you; I am not afraid to tell you ſo. 
—1 can, indeed, in no other way, EX - 
preſs my gratitude for the numberleſs 
proofs I have received of your generoſity 
and regard for me. I ſhould be cove- 
red with ſhame did I not love you, and 
I will never conſent to your injuring 


. yourſelf, or offending your family, by 


encouraging the ſmalleſt hope for an uni- 
on which would make your relations 
wretched, leſſen you in their eyes, at 


the ſame time, and put it out of your 


power to ſhew that compaſſion and ten · 
derneſs, which are due to the :amiable 


daughter of Lady Woodford's friend, 
who, from her birth and good qualities, 


trom her diſcerament i in perceivingevery 


virtue 


_—— 
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virtue in you, deſerves your tendereſt 


attentions.—Think no more, therefore, 


my lord, of a girl who ought to have no . 


pretenſions to a nearer connection with 
you, becauſe ſhe never can be worthy of 


it—Should you, from emotions of pity 


or love, ever have thought ſeriouſly 
about her, it 1s incumbent on her to 
make a vigorous reſiſtance to your de- 
ſigns; as your honour will be tarniſhed, 
your happineſs deſtroyed, by the execu- 


tion of them. Forget me, my lord. 


Suffer me, however, to declare how 


very grateful Lam for all the unmerited 
favours you have conferred on me To 


the laſt moment of my life, my wiſhes, 
my prayers will be for Four OT 

| I am, my lord, 

* Your lordſhip's moſt obliged 
. Humble ſervant, 1 5 
F. OS GOOD. 


After 


e 


* 
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Afﬀer having read over the: above let- 
ter ſeveral times, and as often reſolved 
to tear it to pieces, not thinking that 1 
had expteſſed the ſentiments of my heart 
in a proper manner. I at laſt determin- 
ed to diſpatch it: but I was at a loſs to 
know by* whoſe hands' 1 ſhould convey 
it to him. As I did not wiſhto have re- 
courſe to any clandeſtine proceedings, I 
applied to Mrs. Stevens: . acquainted 
her with the purport of my _ and 
deſired her advice. 

She helitated for ſome moments; 3 at 
length ſne told me, that if my letter 
really contained nothing but what I had 
related to her, ſhe would aſſiſt me in the 
conveyance of it. If you propoſe,” ad- 
ded ſhe'; to carry on a correſpondence 
with my Lord, I will have no contern 
46 in the affair.“ (324 be fer aca 

n me that her apprehenſions 


* br 3 $1 
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were entirely groundleſs ; recollecting, 
however, that my lord might, poſſibly, 


entertain conjectures ſimilar to Mrs. 
Stevens's, or might ſeize an opportunity 


to correſpond with me, I added a poſt- 


ſeript, fearful of conſequences, and in- 


treated his lordſhip not to think of ma- 
King a reply to a letter which required 
no anſwer, as I had determined to give 
him no farther trouble i in that, or in any 


other way. 


When I had ſeated my letter Mrs. 
Stevens ſent her own maid Kitty with it, 


Kitty was a ſenſible woman, about 
eight and twenty, or thirty, and had 
always treated me with great reſpect; 
and had always diſcovered an affection- 
ate readineſs to wait on m. 
When ſhe had been abſent above two 
hours, her miſtrefs and I began to on- 
der at her ſtay: ! concluded that Lady 

. 
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Woodford had intercepted my letter: 1 
knew indeed that there was nothing in it 
unfit for her peruſal, I fancied ſhe 
might detain it from her ſon, I confeſs, 
that I was miſerable, about the delivery 
of it, I very much wiſhed to have him 
receive from me an apology for my con- 
duct which had, undoubtedly, given him 
pain, obliging him to harbour an ill opi- 
nion of me; I had, it is true, ſo far con- 
quered my inclination as to reſolve to 
take no ſteps to promote my own hap. 
pineſs at the expence of bis honour ; yet 
I did not think there was any neceſſity 
for me to render myſelf odious to him. 
The various reflections which follow- 
ed each other, in a quick fucceffion in 
my mind, drove compoſure from it. 
Kitty's return, tho' moſt welcome was 
her appearance, .threw me into a violent 
Vor. II. C -- agitation. 
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agitation. She returned with a letter in 
her hand from Lord Woodford. - + 
An anſwer from him was a bleſſing 1 
had not expected. Great was the flutter 
of my ſpirits upon. the occaſion; but my 
ſenſations were rather ann than Pay 
ful, 5 7255 
1 ſnarchod the letter: eagerly from Ki it- 
.ty's hand, and while I was ſo employed, 
Felt that I ſnould never obtain a victory 
over the tender paſſion which had taken | 
poſſeſſion of my heart. ö 
When I had ſeized the RAG I could 
not help earneſtly, examining Kitty's 
face, to ſee if I could find out, in her 
features, what had paſſed, relating to me, 
time, Jooked as if ſhe had a great deal to 
communicate, but was unwilling to 
binder, me from reading the . the _ 
had brought me, = 


— 


— 


1 


— 
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As Mrs. Stevens had quitted the 
room, and as I thought I might not have, 
that day, another opportunity to ſpeak 
to Kitty in private, I roſe, and, having 
faſtened my chamber-door, to prevent in- 
| terruption, faid to her, « How came 
you by this letter, Kitty! py» 
My lord gave it hs madam” 3 re- 
plied . 5 
Jou ſaw him then how does he 
% look? What did he ſay * opts 
N were thoſe e queſtions arti- 
culated. 8 | 
He Jodked' pale, and very much 
« out of order, madam, when T was firſt 
admitted to him, ir he "grew. berter 
before I came away.” D 


This particular reply excited my cu- 
noſty, and 1 deſired her to relate every 
thing that had paſſed ; the 8 it in 
the following words: 2.4 


OW 42 «When 
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6 When I delivered your letter to my 
<« Jord's gentleman, whom they called 


„ Mr. Cowley ; ; he aſked me from whom 


„J came... I told him that the letter 


** would inform his lordſhip.—Undoubt- 


6 edly it will, ſaid he; but, as my 
« lord will aſk me the ſame queſtion, I 
« would rather be able to give him the 
« demanded information immediately, 
« —| come from Miſs Oſgood, rephed 
« J. He looked pleaſed, J thought, at 
« the mention of your name; he then 
« conducted me into a parlour, and de- 
« fired me to fit down; he. then took 
« the letter, and went up ſtairs. He re- 
« turned in a moment with the letter un- 
opened, and ſaid that my lord bade 
me take it back. I looked diſap- 
$6 pointed, madam,” continued the good 
e natured girl becauſe I knew what 
« you would feel. I was very unwilling 
to leave the houſe before my lord had 
opened 
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* opened the letter; and yet I judged it 
was not my place to ſay any thing, — 
Mr. Cowley ſeemed to be as much 
diſſatisfſied as I was; at leaft I ima- 
« gined ſo, and 1 was therefore till 
more deſirous of ſpeaking. I thought, 
indeed, at the ſame time, that Fought 
not to take ſuch a liberty, and yet I 
could not bring myſelf to leave the 
c houſe. I lingered, and caſt my eyes, 
« firſt on the letter, and then on Mr. 
65 Couley, who appeared to be in no 
4 hurry to part with me.— While we 
both ſtood, undetermined as it were, 
« how to act, a violent ringing made 
Mr. Cowley burry up ſtairs. He ſtayed | 
_ «« ſome time, and I reſolved not to fic 
ei till he came down again.—At laſt 1 
<« heard two people upon the ſtairs, and 
< ſoon afterwards ſomebody cried, in a 
< peeviſh voice, and in a haſty manner, 

- C 3 1 Where 
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« Where is ſhe ??—< Here, my lord,“ 

<« replied Mr. Cowley, opening the par- 

% lour-door.—I then ſaw my lord: he 
<< came in with a diſordered countenance. 
« From whom do you come?” ſaid he, 

« from Miſs Oſgood, anſwered I, hold- 
« ing out the letter, ahd longed to add 
« ſomething to make him open it, but I 
was afraid you would be angry,— 
«Tis very well, ſaid he, with a kind of 


* affected haughtineſs, I have nothing 


&« to lay to Miſs Oſgood; you may tell 
« her ſo.” He then turned his back, 
de and was going to leave the room. 
« There was no time to loſe, and there - 
„fore J haſtened to ſay, I ſhall be ſorry, 
c my lord, to carry Miſs Oſgood ſuch an 
e anſwer from your lordſhip; I am ſure: 
« it will hurt her prodigiouſly, and her 
« ſpirits are very low at preſent. He 
« looked earneſtly at me, rather ſternly, 
: «'at 
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iat my impertinence, I ſuppoſe : he 
< then took three or four turns, haſtily, 
up and down the room, but as he had 
e not commanded me to depart, I re- 
« mained ſtanding in a reſpectful man- 
66 ner, with the letter in my hand. At 
< length, turning ſhort upon me, „There 
« muſt be ſome miſtake, child, ſaid he, 
Mils Oſgood can have nothing to ſay 
* to me: I am but lately come from her 
* houſe, and ſhe refuſed to ſee me; ; 
« therefore you are, I tell you, under a 
« miſtake. I believe not, my ford, re- 
« plied I, and I fancy your lordſhip will 


find very ſatisfaCtory reaſons for her 
« behaviour in this lettef.—* You” are, 


e then, acquainted wieh the contents of 
« it?” ſaid he, in a milder tone. No, 
my lord; but I know Miſs Oſgood to 
de well to believe that ſhe would do any 
thing your lordſhip does not approve 
e 4 * 


I# . 
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_ 4+ of, without being able to give a good 
d eaſon for it. A half ſmile roſe in my 
« Jord's face Mis Oſgood is obliging 
eto ou, I ſuppoſe, or you would not 
** ſpeak ſo warmly in her praiſe,” She 
* 15 good to every body, my lord, re- 
« * plied 1, with whom ſhe has any thing 
| « to do; every body who knows her. 
% muſt love her. — My lord turned, 
40 away his face, and fetched a deep 
60 ſigh; then, advancing briſkly towards. 
6 me, ſaid, i Come, give me the letter: 
6 1 will open it, ſince you ſay there is an 
6 apology for her conduct in it.“ He 
« broke the ſeals in a hurry; his hands 
e trembled z he changed colour while be 
« read, liſted up bis eyes three or four 
e times, took out his handkerchief, and 
e wiped his face: then, turning to me 
ct again, ** I, am obliged to you, ſaid he; 
4 pray fit + accept of this for 
E's he OD «© your 
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your trouble,” putting a guinea into 
my hand“ tell me your name, child, 
<« and ſtay till I have written an anſwer, 
I curtfied and thanked him; but, be- 
% lieve me, madam, I was a thouſand 
« times more pleaſed at his promiſing to 
* anſwer your with than with the mo- 
e ney he gave 
Here Kitty Afpped: I was extremely 
impatient to read the letter ſhe had 
brought for me, yet I wiſhed, with not a 
little eagerneſs, to be acquainted with 
every particular circumſtance relating- 
to my lord's behaviour. : | 

« He went up, madam,” continued 
Kitty, „and ſtaid about half an hour, 
« during which, Mr. Cowley came in 
and chatted with me : he told me, that 
he was glad to hear me lay, I had been 
*« ſent by Miſs Oſgood, becauſe he was 
64 vel aſſured, that his lordſhip was very 
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90. unhappy upon her account; adding, | 
that he was ſo good a maſter, all his 
< ſervants' were ſorry to ſee him uneaſy, 
« and wiſhed he never might have a 
« worſe lady. We were then interrup- 


ted by the arrival of, my lord, with a 


« letter in his hand; he deſired me to 
« carry it to you, gave me another 
« oninea, and Rau e about 
* your health, intreating me to take the 
« oreateſt care of YOU) and bidding 
«*« Cowley to let me out.” 

This account, you may be ſure, could 


not be diſagreeable - to me: 1 thanked 


Kitty for her care and attention, pro- 
miſed never to forget her, and told her 
alſo, that I was glad my lord had ſo, 


handſomely rewarded her, for her readi- 
neſs to be ſerviceable to me. 


She made many grateful acknowledg- 
ments, and left me to open my letter.— 
; I un- 
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I unfolded it ne and read. the 
n lines; 
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FTER peg e, e diſquietude 
11 which 1 have endured on account 
of your abſence,*my, dear Fanny, what 
tranſporis do I feel on finding that you 
ſtill love me, and chat it is to your love 
alone, I am to attribute the behaviour 
which raiſed a little reſentment, . I own, 
in me; but you have, by acquainting 
me with your, motives, removed it. 
Enamoured as I was with you, how: could 
4A bear to be diſmiſſed from you, and in a 
manner too which induced me to believe 
that you had quite given me up? Vour 
dear letter, though it was ſome time be- 
fore 1 could prevail on myſelf to open it, 


C6 gave 
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gave a new turn to my ideas, filled me 
with new ſenſations, and fixed you the 
ſovereign miſtreſs of my heart.— Les, 
Fanny, you are my ſoul's ſupreme joy, 
and l am now more firmly attached to 
you than ever. — Tour many excellent 
qualities firſt recommended you to my 
attention; and they are, indeed, ſuffi 
cient to over balance all your deficiencies 
with regard to rank and fortune. No 
longer, therefore, imagine that the ſu- 
periority on my fide renders me blind to 
your ineftimable merit: compared with 
the virtues by which you are ſo emi- 
nently diſtinguiſhed, rank and fortune 
are of no conſideration: no longer per- 
fiſt in refuſing the ſon to flatter the pride 
of the mother, the only failing ſhe ever 
diſcovered. —Time, my Fanny, and a 


farther acquaintance with you will, iy 
dare aver, reconcile her to an alliance, 


Con- 
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concerning which ſhe is, at preſent, ſo 
much diſturbed. Do not, my deareſt 
girl, ſuppoſe that I will ever forſake you: 
| be aſſured you are abſolutely neceſſary to 
my happineſs ; be aſſured alſo, that I 
only wait for the completion of it, till I 
can prevail on my mother to conſent, 
with a good grace, to a meaſure which 
will, I am perſuaded, conſtitute ber feli- 
city, as well 'as enſure mine. Some 
people cannot, without much difficulty, 
be brought to approve of the very mea- 
fures by which their own happineſs would 
be promoted: ſuch people muſt be 
managed with addreſs; the removal of 
their prejudices muſt be artfully, and 
gradually attempted : and you may de- 
pend upon my taking the ſteps moſt 
likely to ſucceed, for the extinction of all 

the little narrow notions cheriſhed by 
"INE" Woodford, __ make her fo 

3h averſe 
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averſe to an alliance with you. With 
pleaſure ſhall I undertake the tafk, and 1 


am ſanguine enough to hope I ſhall 


prove ſucceſsful.— Think no more, then, 


my deareſt girl, of giving me up; nor 
call yourſelf friendleſs: I am, and ever 
will be, your ſincere friend, your fond, 


your faithful lover. Do not deny your- 


ſelf any reaſonable indulgence that your 
fortune will admit of, for you are fairly 
entitled to the annual ſum of three hun- 
dred pounds; and that ſum you ſhall re- 
gularly receive in four quarterly pay- 


ments, and you may reſide wherever you 
pleaſe. However, if Mrs. Stevens, with 
whom I am acquainted, behaves with 


Propriety, and makes herſelf agreeable 


to you, had you not better remain with 


ber, than leave her to live with ſtrangers? 
From her, ſince you actually, prohibit a 
correſpondence between. us, for the pre- 
| | ſent, 
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ſent, 1 can ſometimes hear about your 
health, * My mother, alſo, will, in alt 
probability, be more pleaſed with your 
continuance with her friend, as ſhe will, 
by your remaining with her, have an op- 
portunity to ſee and hear with what dif- 
cretion you conduct yourſelf: your diſ- 
eretion will, doubtleſs, have great weight 
with her, and render her the more ready 
to compleat our happineſs: I ſay our 
happineſs, becauſe I ſtill flatter myſelf 
that my dear Fanny can ae” no real ſe 
| uy without 


Her ever ſincere, 


And affectionate 


WOODFORD. 


p. 3 
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It is not poflible for me, my dear 
friend, to tell you into what tranſports 
of delight this letter threw me.—1 read 
it over and over ſeveral times with freſh 
ſatisfaction; a ſatisfaction as ſolid, as it 
was pure: I had all the reaſon in the 
world to believe, from this letter, that 
my lord would reſerve himſelf for me; 1, 
therefore, thought I had nothing to do 
but to wait for him with patience, and 
to endeavour to behave in ſuch a manner, 
as to win his mother to my intereſt, 
whenever I happened to ſee her. 

Lady Woodford called on me now 
and then ; and brought me, one day, a 
fifty pound note. 

% Fanny,” ſaid ſhe, with a good hu- 
moured ſmile, © do you want money? 
« I promiſed, you know, to ſupply 
vou.“ ö 


LI thank 


LADY WOODFORD, 47 
thank you, madam,” replied I, 
te but I cannot _ what ] NA in ar 
manner I live.“ 
What do you mean, child ” cried 
ſhe, with a look full of ſurpriae. 
i cannot ſpend three hundred a year, 
without being very extravagant. 
Three hundred a year-? 

Tou know, madam, that my lord 
« ſettled that ſum e me far Had 
ie. ls) | 
0 ves; but you; en hos : told you 
« that no young woman could honour- 
« ably be ſubſiſted by a man, without 
being married to him. Tou agreed to 
my ſentiments, at the time acquainted 
“you with them, and I, therefore, really 
e imagined that you had le mex wb 

< farther aſſiſtance from my ſon . 
I! looked abaſhed, but replied, That 
« as had not ſeen my lord ſince, I had 
50 &« not 
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<« not met with an opportunity to in- 
c form him of my thoughts upen * 
« ſubject.” 5 
hy There i is no occaſion for your ſeeing 11 
« him,” anſwered ſhe, eagerly ; © you 


% have only to refuſe the acceptance of 
« any money from him, when it is offer- EI 


ed to you: there is no other way for | 

« you to get rid of a gift which is forced | 
6 upon you againſt your inclination : — 

| 


« A gift you will no longer want, 2s | 
« ſhall amply provide for you till you 
are married. Gordon, with whom I 
te am acquainted, tells me that you do 
e not like him; Iam ſorry you have an 
<« averſion to him, as he is young, agree- 
& able, and very ſuitable to you.“. 
I made my acknowledgments to her 
lady ſnip in the moſt reſpectful terms, for 
her good wiſhes, but aſſured her, _ I 
had no 9 of marry ing. 
18 . 9 hope 
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= < I hope you do not ſtill think of my 
| & fon,” added ſhe, haſtily. 
« Not improperly, my lady,” anſwered 
I, with my face glowing like fire. 
believe ſhe did not much like that 
reply. Having again inſiſted upon my 
not receiving any farther ſupplies from 
my lord, ſhe left the bank note with me, 
and went away. | 1 85 
For ſome time I heard nothing of my 


W lord; I longed to know ſomething about 


him. Yet I never mentioned him to 
Mrs. Stevens, nor yet to Kitty by my 
of enquiring after him. 
My life was a very dull one. —The 
day roſe, the night came with indif- 
ference :* the hours crept heavily along; 
nothing gave a chearful turn to my ideas. 
I ſtill, ſecretly, pined for lord Woodford's/ 
ſociety: I found Mrs, Stevens to be' a 
good fort” of woman, indeed, but a 
dream- 
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dreaming companion. She ſaw, I fancy, 
that we were not in the leaſt eniertaining 


to each other: the diſcovery, however, 


did not raiſe any emotions of diſguſt in 
her againſt me.—Her behaviour, in con- 
ſequence of it, ſtrongly evinced the na- 
tural {weetneſs of her diſpoſition. 

While I was in this ſituation, winter 


arrived. During a little converſation, 


one evening, about diverſions, Mrs. 


Stevens laid down her work—we were 


both engaged with our needles—and 
looking earneſtly at me ſaid, You have, 


ce undoubtedly, ſeen ſeveral plays? Which 


& do you like beſt, ON or come- 
«chief? - 


I told her, that 1 8 not e : 
that queſtion properly, as J had not oor 


either the one or the other, 


Nod cried ſhe, „ we will go tes f 


« the next time Garrick acts. 
| 1 made 


I made but a ſlight reply I was quite 
indifferent about it. However, ſhe over- 
perſuaded me, and we took a coach, one 
night, to Drury-lane. Her intention 
was to fic in the gallery, that ſne might 
not be known, but as the nouſe was full 
before our arrival, and as we could not, 
poſſibly, think of getting a place, but by 
puſhing thro' a monſtrous crowd, which 
quite frightened me, we were going to 
return to our coach, to the great mortifi- 


cation of Mrs. Stevens—when we met a 


gentleman very handſomely, but not full 
dreſſed, who had all the appearance of a 
man of faſhion. He fixed his eyes on 


ne, tho' my hat was pretty much over 


my face, and ſaid, Is there no ws 
ladies?“ eit Nen 

„None, Sir, replied Mrs. 8 at 
« leaſt, we Aan not venture: to ſee if 
« there is A. 


«To 
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„ To what part of the houſe do you 
de wiſh to go?“ ſaid he, with eagerneſs. 
* To th ny ae Mrs. Ste- 


vens.“ 
16 26 The OY muſt, HRS 


« full,” faid he, 4; but I dare ſay I can 


« get you into one of the green-boxes.” 
Mrs. Stevens heſitated. She looked 
at me, I was equally ignorant and indif- 
ferent about the green-boxes; I was 
quite indifferent, indeed, about the Play 
itſelf. „ 35 

The gentleman, ſeeing her embarraſ- 


| d, ſaid, While you are heſitating, 
*-madam,. you will loſe every opportu- 


« nity : give me leave to aſſiſt you.“ 
I happened to be neareſt to him : he 
took my hand: my countenance diſ- 
covered how little deſirous I was of taking 
any ſtep to procure what ſo many were 
_ toiling to obtain, but as Mrs, Stevens 
in- 
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intreated me to go on, I permitted him 
to drag me through the crowd, altoge- 
ther inattentive to every thing. At laſt 


we ſeated ourſelves: very commodiouſly 
in one of the above-mentioned boxes. 
The gentleman, placed Mrs. Stevens on 


one ſide of me, and himſelf on the other. 
She reached over me ſeveral times to 


make him acknowledgments for the trou- 
ble he had taken: during the articulation 
of thoſe acknowledgments I'fatfilent, be- 
ing inclined to look at the houſe, and 
to obſcrve the company, &c. &c. My 
conductor, ſurpriſed at my filence, ſaid, 
at length, Sure, madam, Mr. Garrick 
is not happy enough to rank you a- 
** mong his numerous admirers, as you 
o * ſhew no deſire to give your attention 
to a man, for the ſight of whom upon 


<« « the ſtage, thouſands. Mike: an a 
« deal of Pains,” 


FEAAS * 
A 


As 
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% As I never faw Mr. Garrick, Sy, | 
c my eaſineſs about him is not to ne 
66, wondered at. 8 | 

He gave his aſſent to that enfwtr; add- 
ing, That he ſhould receive a great 
<< deal of ſatisfaction, -in taking notice of 
the pleaſure which the appearance of 
<« fo maſterly an actor would afford me, 
and that he ſhould ever think himſelf 
% uncommonly happy in having been, 
<« in the ſlighteſt degree, inſtrumental 5 
fo much delight.“ 

I was ſilent. The chrtain drew i 
The play was Jane Shore, Never, I be- 
lieve, was any creature more interefted 
in any theatrical performance. I felt the 
force of every line almoſt as keen as if 
real ſcenes had been preſented to my 
view. I was particularly affected by the 
miſery which Jane Shore had brought 
_ herſelf, * yielding to a commerce 

| which 


LADY WOODFORD. 4y 


which I plainly ſaw, could not be enjoyed 


or defended, as virtue was not the foun- 
dation of it. Alicia's ravings filled me 
with horror, but as her diſtraction was 
occaſioned by her outrageous jealouſy, 
on finding her infamous pleaſures inter- 
rupted, her ravings did not touch me ſo 
much as the penitential effuſions of the 
unhappy Jane. I felt her exquiſite diſ- 
treſs the more ſtrongly, by conſidering 
that I might have been in the ſame dan- 
gerous ſituation, by living with the man 
whom I loved. The performance of this 
play made me ſhudder to think of what 


had paſſed relating to myſelf, I wept 


myſelf almoſt blind, regardleſs of every 
body about me: tho the gentleman 
who had taken ſo much pains to place 
me, ſeemed to attach himſelf entirely to 
to me. He applauded my ſenſibility, 
but while he beſtowed encomiums 88 
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It, he diſcovered ſome fears left I ſhould, 
by giving way to my aire make my 
baad ache. 
I affured him, though I had ſhed a 
great many tears in my life, I had never 
perfectly known till then what was meant 
by a luxury of ſorrow. 
le looked at me, as ſoon as I had ut- 
. thoſe few words, as if he had ne- 
ver ſeen a human creature before: he ap- 
peared to be, at once, aſtoniſhed and de- 
lighted; yet he ſnewed both with ſuch a 
delicacy, that I could not, juſtly, be of- 
fended at his. behaviour, 
When the play was over, he carefully 
handed us out, procured us a coach, and 


begged he might be permitted to call and 


alk us how we did ſometimes. 
His requeſt was addreſſed to us both 


with his lips, but his * were e directed 
to me alone. 


Mrs. | 
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„ 


Mrs. Stevens heſitated. again, N 
4 My name is Sheffield, 8 continued : 
he; „I live in Pall- Mall, and hope to 
ei have the honour to ſee you at my 
« houſe when we are better acquainted. * 
Mrs. Stevens, who had not appeared 
to be quite eaſy with our new friend, be- 
gan to brighten up at this intelligence. 
While we were going home, ſhe ſaid, 
How remarkably lucky we have been 
ein falling into ſuch good hands! Mr. 
Sheffield has an exceeding e 
tune, and is of a good family. TP 
A thought you told me juſt now,“ 
n drily,. that cs did not ah 
% him 426.07: 9 TO 
9. 14id ee er abfwcred the, 
< till he mentioned his name; and then 
preſenily recollected that I had heard 
A hundreti handſome things of him, 
tho I had never ſeen him before. 
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Mr. Sheffield, however, was laid aſide, 
and our converſation, turned upon the 
play. which had, indeed, fo totally en- 


gaged my thoughts, that I could, nor 


attend to Mrs. Stevens upon any other 


ſubject. 


The next day Mr. . Shefficld made his 
appearance: he had an elegant perſon, 
an eaſy and polite addreſs: he ſeemed to 
be perfectly acquainted with the world, 
yet there was a pleaſing ſimplicity in his 
manners, which is infinitely more attrac- 
tive than that parade with which ſome 
pompous people endeavour to prejudice 
you in favour of their underſtandings. 


He converſed upon many entertaining 


ſubjects, and chiefſy addreſſed. himſelf to 


me, without affecting to make me ſenſi- 
ble that I particularly. engaged his at- 


0 it 
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left us, but invited himſelf to drink tea 
with us the following day. 

Hie came; and the time paſſed 1057 

very pleaſantly, becauſe his converſation 
was ſprightly, and amuſing: his whole 
behaviour too was ſo entirely vnreftrain- 
ed, that we converſed with him as freely 
as if he had been an acquaintance, or 
rather an intimate friend. Next to Lord 
Woodford, he was the trioſt agreeable 
man 1 had ever met with. I did not, 
however, acquaint Mrs, stevens with 1 my 


private opinion of him. 

Lady Woodford called again to ſee 
me. for ſome time we were not by our- 
felves : the treated me with more tender- 
nels than uſual. I aſked no queſtions 
about my lord, but I concluded, from 
ver chearfulneſs, that he was well. She 
was, I found, till more pleaſed with me 
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on account of my forbearing to men- 


tion him. 


Soon after her departure, Mr. Sheffield 
came in. He brought me tome new 
books of the tender kind ; yet they were 


genteel, moral, and entertaining, From 


that time he continued to ſupply me 
with every new production fit for my 
peruſal, as ſoon as it was publiſhed. 
This polite carriage of his naturally pro- 
duced an intimacy between us; an inti- 
macy much deſired, apparently, by him, 
and, I confeſs, not diſagreeable to me. 
Deprived of Lord Woodford's converſa- 
tion, I had not met with any perſon 
whoſe ſociety was in the leaſt ſuitable to 


my taſte, till Mr, Sheffield fell under my 
notice. I could not help ſeeing that he 

was partial to me, yet in no ſhape was 
the lover viſible.— Mr. Sheffield was ſtu- 


diouſly aſiduous ta make himſelf agree- 
8 able 
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able to me in every reſpect, and I treated 
him in the manner I thought he deſer- 
ved, hke a well-bred man, who was of 
an obliging diſpoſition, and who would 
be diſappointed if his endeavours to 
pleaſe had not been handſomely re- 
ceived; Lord Woodford was the ſole 


poſſeſſor of my heart, but Mr. Sheffield *_ 


was entitled to a conſiderable * * my 
eſteem. | 

By this kind of behaviour on both 
ſides, our familiarity increaſed. We 
chatted upon the books he lent me; 
ſome of them were dramatic, and natu- 
rally gave riſe to reflections on the ſtage. 
He frequently told me how much he 
was ſurpriſed that I, with ſo true a taſte 
for theatrical repreſentations—thoſe were 
his flattering expreſſions— went not oft- 
ner to fee them. Tho'-indeed,” added 
he, one * dae if every tragedy; affects 
| „ « you 
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« you as Jane Shore did, I don't know 
% whether, out of a regard for your health, 
s I ought to wiſh you to be preſent at 
% many exhibitions in the-tragic ſtyle.” 
I anſwered with a freedem to which 
my growing intimacy with him had, im- 
perceptibly, accuſtomed me.“ Every 


e tragedy, I ſuppoſe, Sir, is not fo deep 


e as that I ſaw the other night.“ 


« There are many tragedies in our 
language, with different fables, and 
* full as affecting,“ replied he. 

To me, Sir, there cannot, I am ſure, 
« be a more intereſting tragedy than 
* that which I have already ſeen. A 
« woman, whoſe peace of mind is de- 
« ſtroyed by her having given the reins 
« to a tender paſſion, is a pitiable object; 
e and ſhe excites one's pity ſtil more, 
if the ill-treatment ſhe meets with 
« from her OT not only fills her 
| « with 
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e with the moſt cutting remorſe, but 
1 drives her to diſtraction.“ | 

I believe I coloured while 1 Hs thoſe 
words: I, certainly, felt diſconcerted. 

« You ſpeak feelingly, Miſs Oſgood,“ 
faid he; „but I will allow that the ob- 
« ject you have mentioned is truly de- 
6 ſerving of compaſſion : eyery man of 
<« the leaſt ſenſibility muſt be affected 
« with Alicia's ſituation and yet,” ad- 
ded he, after a little pauſe, © a woman 
ho has never been in ber fituation, 
need not, methinks, feel upon the oe- 
caſion more than ſuch a man. 
A woman,“ replied I, with my 
face ſtill in a glow, who has been in 
20 danger, cannot but ſigh at another's 
ruin, tho ſhe may exult, at the ſame 
* time, at her own eſcape.” ” 5 
Are en that woman! I aid he, ten- 
derly, “ Pardon me, Miſs Oſgood ; I do 
Ri? D 5 not 
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not tod to be impertinent, but 1 
feel myſelf er in _ thing 
«relating to yu.“ 

As I looked undes this . an as 
an effuſion of gallantry, I replied; « Moſt 
„ women, Sir, have, 1 ſuppoſe, been in 
« ſome parts of their lives thrown into 
* trying fi ſi tuations, and when! hear of 


the ſufferings of 3 any of my ex, for an 


ow indifereet confidence in any of yours, 1 
1 « ſhudder to think of the precipice from 


% which r have been, providentially, 


1 faved. * 0 
He looked at me very earneſtly, anxi- 


ouſly, indeed, while 1 ſpoke, and then 


faid, ** A woman cannot be in a trying | 
« ſituation, unlefs ſhe loves the man 


« who ſtudies to inſinuate himſelf into 


« her favour ; f in that cafe, tis true, 


— hitle reſiſtance i is to be expected.” | 
I told 
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I told him that I was of his opi nion, 
and that no woman could be in danger 
if ſhe was not too ſenſible of her lover's 
merit, or the conſtancy of his attach- 
ment to her. | 
1 have, Joubdeſs, been ſenſible 
« of ſuch an attachment,” cried he, ea- 
| gerly,” or you could not ſpeak lo feel- 
« ingly upon the ſubject.” 5 
This reply was too home; it embar- 
raſſed me extremely: however 1 had ad- 
d:eſs enough to extricate myſelf out of 
the perplexity i in which I was involved, 
by ſaying, that when a converſation be- 

came particular, we were prevented 

from delivering our thoughts with free- 
dom. 

« I ſtand crates. madam,” 3 
ed he, with a graceful bow; * but tho? 
% may have been guilty of a piece, of 
** impertinence, it is my ſincere wiſh ne- 
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« yer to give you a moment's difquiet.—. 
« 1 wiſh, indeed, moſt ardently, to 
« have it in my power to increaſe your 
« felicity, hopeleſs as I am of ever 
having my wifhes gratified.” 
The entrance of Mrs. Stevens put an 
end to this converſation, though it occa- 
ſioned a ſlight change, I thought, in 
Mr. Sheffield's countenance, and beha- 
viour. He loked more ſerious, he ap- 
peared more reſtleſs, more diſſatisfied 
than uſual. As the change I obſerved in 
him, however, did not affect me, I only 
amuſed myſelf with his aſſiduities about 
me, and his numberleſs little efforts to 
give me pleaſure.— Finding that I began 
to grow grave, he propoſed a party to a 
comedy, in order to make me chearful.— 


« Comedles,” ſaid he, « are moral pieces 
1 as well as tragedies, and they are more 
« agreeable: in them, if well written, 
8 1 Rs «© we 
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* we fee vice and folly fatirized as they 
« ought to be. Among our firſt rate 
« comedies, the Conſcious Lovers may be 
« reckoned, though I think there are 
« many exceptionable parts in it; yet I 
« believe you will be Pleaſed at the re- 
1 « preſentation of it.” | 

Mrs. Stevens, who fat by, and who 
was very fond of plays, ſpoke ſo highly 
of the laſt-mentioned piece, that Mr. 
Sheffield redoubled his perſuaſions to in- 
duce me to go to it, and nothing re- 

mained to be ſettled but the part of the 

houſe in which we were to be ſeated. 
ns mult fit either in the ſide-boxes, 
« or green-boxes,” ſaid Mr. Sheffield. 

I, immediately, declared for the leaſt 
public ſituation. | 

Turning to me, with a very particular 
look, he faid, * Why ſhould ſo much 
beauty be concealed ? You have not 
80 the 
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te the ſmalleſt ſhare of the vanity of 
&« your ſex, or you have very ſingular 
< reaſons for hiding a perſon which muſt 


give the higheſt pleaſure to all wo 
« behold it.” 


I received this compliment meerly 

as a compliment, and the ſound of it 
died away as ſoon as I had heard it.— 
However, Mr. Sheffield, finding that I 
choſe the green-boxes, ſent directly to 
ſecure places; and only begged that I 
would condeſcend to go without a hat or 
bonnet, 
This requeſt was, 1 an odd 
one; but as Mrs. Stevens joined with 
him, I complied, though againſt my in- 
clination, and my judgment. 

Mr. Sheffictd's chariot. carried Mrs. 


Stevens and me.— A chair had taken bim 
firſt, that he might be ready to aſſiſt us 
in Sorting to our " places. i 


1 
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As I had not now. the appearance of a 
ſpot. entirely new to me to diffipate my 
attention, I liſtened to the entertaining | 
chat of Mr. Sheffield with much ſatisfac- 
tion; and as he had a very good taſte in 
muſick, J applauded thoſe pieces which 
ſeemed to ſtrike him moſt :: by ſo doing, 
1 pleaſed him not a little: I never ſaw 
him in ſuch ſpirits. The converſations 
between Bevil and Indiana ſoon be- 
came ſo intereſting; that I was all ear to 
them: I fancied: Bevil Lord Woodford, 
and Indiaua myſelf. Their diſtreſſes 
were, to me, ſtill more affecting than 
thoſe of Jane Shore (though really. infi- 
nitely. inferior to them) becauſe; they 
ſeemed to be ſimilar to my .õ m. 

| I was, certainly, as poor as Indiana; 

I was as deeply in love, I had depended 
as much upon my lover, and was as 
doubtful whether I ſhould ever be united 


"be. 
vx; 


17511 + to 
/ 


6 . MEMOIRS © F 

to him. In one reſpeR, indeed, I was 
happier than Indiana: be was diſtracted 
with apprehenſions with regard to her 
lover's affection for her, but 7 was bleſt 
in knowing that Lord Woodford had 
loved me, and in believing that he loved 
me, at that inftant, as tenderly as ever. 
While I was thus employed in drawing 
compariſons between myſelf and the 
heroine of the play, Mr. Sheffield made 
an obſervation which occaſioned me to 
turn my head in order to anſwer him, as 
it was particularly worthy of my notice. 
On turning round, I ſaw Lord Wood - 
ford. He was behind me, leaning for- 
ward to hear what J ſaid, not being very 
near me. | 2 
The moment he caught my eyes, he 
drew back with an air of inconceivable 
Wig, and diſdain, 1.0% 


Having 
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Having felt the moſt agreeable ſur- 
prize, the livelieſt joy, the tendereſt 
emotions at the ſight of him, I was ſo 
ſtruck at the ſudden, and diſcouraging 
alteration 1 in his features, that I became 
as pale as death — 
Sheffield, who had cloſely watched 
me, immediately ſeized my hand, preſ- 
ſed it tenderly, and aſked me if I was 
not well, taking out of his pocket, at 
the ſame time, an eau de luce bottle, and 
offering it to me; for my lord's indif- 
ference had ſo much affected me, that 1 
was ready to faint, 0 

On my making no reply, he grew 
extremely officious. I was not capable 
of making any reſiſtance to his atten- 
tions, but my eyes were perpetually 
wandering in ſearch of my lord, who left | 
the box with precipitation. | then, un- 


able to attend to any thing, grew very 
un 
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7 uneafy. My lord, by his departure, 


without ſpeaking to me, without taking 
| the leaſt notice of me, pierced my heart. 
1 could no longer ſuppreſs the torturing 
emotions which I endured, yet was afraid 
of making them publick.—TFhe conflict 
was ſo ſevere, that I abſolutely fainted in 
Mr. Sheffield's arms. He, whoſe vigi- 
lance was exceſſive, caught me, and ſaved 
me from falling. A few flight exclama- 
tions of ſurprize and concern /uttered by 
| him, and Mrs. Stevens, upon the oeca- 
ſion, brought back my lord, 1 ſuppoſe, 
for when | opened my eyes, I ſaw, while 
J reſted on Sheffield's boſom, my lord, 
nearer to me than he was before; yet, 
inſtead of advancing to aſſiſt me, inſtead 
of expreſſ ng the leaſt concern at my in- 
diſpoſition, he frowned, bit his lips, and 
f looked with a kind of gloomy ſulkineſs 1 
which made me tremble, beginning to 
move 
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move towards the box-door a ſecond 
time.— His feet were directed towards 
the door; his eyes were {till fixed on me, 
but his looks afforded me no ſatisfaction, 
for he appeared to be greatly diſturbed, 
and exceedingly diſpleaſed with me. 
Unable, at laſt, to ſupport his negle&, 
weak, and half. recovered as I was, un- 
able to let him go from me, without en- 
geavouring to learn the cauſe of bis cruel 
behaviour, I raiſed my languid head, and 
wich a  faultering voice, ſaid, while, my 
heart Was almoſt rent aſunder, 66 Will 
you not. ſpeak to me, my lord?”. . 
Inſtead of making the reply Which 1 
expetted, he turned, haſtily, from me, 
and, again, quitted the. box. Re ES 
This was too much: 1 was not och 


ſeverely diſappointed, I was alſo © oyer- 


| whelmed with affliction. Hh, exclaime 
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in agony, 0 He is lol. — gone for ever 
I am undone.” 

Mr. Sheffield, who e to grow 
extremely anxious about me, ſaid, with 
a great deal of tenderneſs in his manner, 
chat it would be better for me, as I was 
ſo uncaſy, to leave the houſe, 

I readily cloſed with his propoſal. — 


was, indeed, very much diſordered—1 
was more like a mad woman, than a ra- 


tional being, and when I aſked myſelf, 
while we were going home, whether 1 
ought to. be fo afflied on my Lord's ac- 
count, as 1 had given him up; my heart 
replied, that 1 had never meant, by giv. 
ing him vp, to offend him, but to do 
him a real ſervice, for which he ought 
rather to eſteem me more than ever. 


Beſides, had he not told me in his an- 


ſwer to my letter, that I ſhould not give 
him up? had he not aſſured me, that he 


would 
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would ever be my friend and lover? 
and was his behaviour to me at our 
meeting, after ſo long an abſence, when 
1 appeared to be dying, dying in conſe- 
quence of his chilling neglect, the beha- 
viour of even a friend ? | 
Such were my reflexions while I was in 
Mr. Sheffield's chariot with Mrs. Ste- 
vens, who aſked me twenty queſtions.in 
a breath, and ſaid that it was a pity I had 
not been able to conceal the diſturbance 
I felt at the unexpected appearance of 
my lord, in fo publick a place. But 
* I hope,” continued ſhe, ** as you 
have now been treated by him, i in ſo, 
15 * mortifying a. manner, you. will think, 
« no more about him; and I am very. 

„ ſute you may do as well, if not better, 
<«. in another place.” 5 male + 
I made no reply to Age for ſo 
I 2 it, —I could only anſwer her 
with 


with my fighs, and with tears, which 
flowed faſt ; fo faſt, that I was ſcarce 
able to ſee Mr. Sheffield, when he came 
to the fide of the carriage on its ſtop- 
ping, who lifted me out. When he had 
conducted me into the houſe, he placed 
me on a ſopha, fat down by me, and 


taking my hand, intreated me to endea- 


we to compoſe myſelf, if poſſible, as he 


was certain, that by immoderate grief, 1 
ſhould injure my health. Beſides,” 


added he, © you are not yet ſure that 


6 you have reaſon to be ſo uneaſy : ap- 
ee pearances, on all ſides, are deceitful : [ 
« will not intrude upon your hour of | 
« retiring to night, as you have been ſo 
& much fluttered, but I ſhall hope, to- 


„ morrow, when you are a little more 


« calm, to be able to offer ſome conſola- 


e tion to you; to weaken the weight of 


0 your 
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6 your ls if not entirely to re- 
« move it.“ 

This was, indeed, the voice of com- 
fort : I greedily availed myſelf of it; 1 
intreated him to remain with me, as I 
could not think of taking any reſt, and to 
communicate what he had to. diſcloſe 
before his departure for the evening, 
I could not, however, prevail on him to 
ſtay with me.—* Only be compoſed. 
replied he, preſſing my hand; * you are 
« diſtreſſed at Lord Woodford's beha- 
<« viour.— Lou think him changed with | 
<« regard to you.—Now I, too plainly, 
<< perceive that he is nt. You may be 
<« aſſured that he loves you more than 
« ever. A man never thinks it worth 
e his while to be angry with a woman 
£ who is an object of indifference in his 
i eyes I cannot enter into particulars : 
6 to eee give credit to this a 


| 6 ſurance 
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6 "Own of mine ; if you find me miſta- 
« ken, never believe me again.“ 
With theſe words he hurried towards 
the door. —Pale and red, alternately, 
aſtoniſhed at what he had juſt declared, 
and impatient to come to an explanation; 
trembling too, from terror and deſpair; 
fain would 1 have detained him by the 
hand with which he held mine, but he 
Stroke from me, though he ſeemed to diſ- 
cover a melancholy kind of pleaſure, at 
the ſame time, at my wiſhing him to ſtay | 
with me: I ſhould not have been ſo de- 
ſirous of the continuance of his company, 
had I not hoped to hear Lord Woodford's 
extraordinary conduct accounted for, 
though I could not help wondering at his 
being able to explain it. Mr. Sheffield's 
converſation. was, in truth, ſo much 
more ſoothing and ſatisfactory than Mrs. 
Sievens's; that I almoſt wiftied to put 
him 
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him in her place, as he had exceedingly 
raiſed my curiolity. 

Having reſiſted all Mrs. Stevens's ſo- 
licitations, when ſupper came, I retired 


ro my apartment, and ſpent the night in 
tears, which were accompanied with a 


thouſand idle conjectures concerning my 
lord's carriage, and as many apologies 
for it. Never did . with ſo much ar- 


8. 


dor, wiſh for the return of morning. 


I roſe before any of the family were 
ſtirring, and endeavoured to compoſe 
myſelf ſufficiently ro fit down to-break- 


faſt with Mrs. Stevens. I could not, 
however, ſwallow a morſel,”- | 


Juſt when the breakfaſt ahi were 
taken away, Mr. Sheffield entered the 


? 4; 


room. Mrs. Stevens, as ſoon as the firſt: 


compliments were Pers: It? us: e 
ther. 7 6. | 
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1 have been very impatient to ſce 
« you, Sir,” ſaid I, to him, in anſwer 


to an enquiry after my health, 
„How flattering would that ſpecch 
66 have been,” replied be, did I not 
% know that your impatience: was occa- 
« ſtoned by your curioſity with irc 


to Lord Woodford,” 


1 bluſhed, I hung my head, and * ſo 
doing, confeſſed that he was no ſtranger 


to the emotions of my heart.—To be ho- 


neſt, I ſhould have contrived to have been 
abſent, had. not my curioſity prompted 
me to have an interview with him; for 
though 1 eſteemed, Mr. Sheffield; and 
liked his: converſation, I had not the 


leaſt idea of loving him: and Thad, for 


ſome time, fancied that he both wiſhed, 
and expected to find me very oy 
3 in his favour. 


„have 


AT 


LADY WOODFORD. 75 
46 J have already diſconcerted you,“ 
ſaid he; and I fear that I have ſome 
« queſtions to aſk, which you will not be 


quite willing to anſwer; but how can 


& [be certain that I am right, unleſs 
te ycu give me ſome directing clue? 
% No, no,” cried I, ſtill more embar- 
rafſed, ** ſay. every thing you think pro- 
* per, and I will tell you if you are 
« right afterwards.” “ 
I muſt ſay, then, that I am grieved 
& to death to be obliged to tell you, 
« that you love lord Woodford. . 


1 am afraid my partiality for TR 
% Woodford has been but too clearly 


« diſcovered, I ' replied. Þ; colouring « ex- 


ceſſively. 5 
6 Andi it is as clear to me, tha it was 
00 « from the exceſs of love alone, he 
6 gave you the diſquiet which you felt; ; 
« he was, I will venture'to declare, not 
Y E 2 * 
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« leſs diſquieted at the ſight of you, 
« though he diſcovered the ſituation of 


« his mind in a different manner.” 


« But how is it poſſible that you 
cc ſhould know all this?“ anſwered I. in 


no ſmall confuſion. 
4 know this, and much more,” re- 


plied he, yet there are circumſtances 


« with which I am not acquainted : 
« could I, however, be acquainted with, 
them, I might be ſerviceable to you, 


by the diſcloſure of others, of which 


you want to be informed. By fa- 
6c « vouring me, therefore, with the whole 
« detail of your connection with Lord 
«© Woodford, you will take the ſureſt 
« 'way to find out what you wiſh to 
« know.” 

| Thooked down, and hefiared. 1 could 


TT ww 6 + * 


affairs and my own, to a man 2 0 


PF 
* 


whom 


2 
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whom I had only a light acquaintance, 
to a man who was not, 1 thought, enti- | 
fled to ſuch a confidence: but when 1 
reflected upon the politeneſs, and pro- 
priety of his carriage fince our firſt acci- 
dental meeting, I found myſelf almoſt 
tempted to truſt him: yet, on re- conſi- 
deration, I was ſure I could not enter 
upon the requeſted detail.—-I felt myſelf 
unequal to the taſk, and was utterly un- 
able to open my heart to a man who 
evidently beheld me with looks particu- 
larly tender. I, therefore, replied, * that 
« Lord. Woodford had once been in- 
« ſtrumental to my*deliverance from the 
« greateſt of all misfortunes, but that 
I had no connection with him at all:“ 
adding, however, that I ſhould be very 
“ glad to hear he did not entertain an 
K * ul opinion of me, as! OUR, I feared, 

mt 1 be 


78 MEMOIRS OF 
be conſiderably hurt by fuch an 221 
„ nion on his ſide.” 
Here 1 ſtopped; I en deed, 
how I was able to ſay fo much, eſpecially 
. as Mr. Sheffield feemed to fix ee 
me with uncommon attention. 
My reply was not, I ſaw plainly, FR 
factory: yet good manners, 1 imagined, 
prevented him from urging me any far- 
ther upon that ſubject. He affected to 
give a chearful turn to the converſation, 
but his endeavours ſtill proved unſucceſs- 
ful. I was reſtleſs, inattentive, unhappy. 
From what he had thrown out at the play 
J had thought that Mr. Sheffield had 
been acquainted with the true cauſe of 
Lord Woodford's behaviour to me, a- 
bout which I had diſcovered fo much im- 
patience. I became, in ſhort, incapa- 
ble of talking upon any other ſubject, 
and pleading, foon afterwards, my im- 
perfect 
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perfect recovery, I made bat apologize 
for my return to my own apartment. 

When I was in private, I wept hearti- 
ly. I reflected upon the ſtriking, and 
very diſagreeable change in Lord Wood- 
ford, and upon my inability to come to 
any eclaireiſſement about an affair which 
| filled me with ſuch painful ſenſations, till 
I was almoſt bereft of my reafon.—'Tis 
true, I might ſoon have prevailed on 
my lord, by a letter, ot by only ſending 
Kitty to him, to let me know why he 
was ſo greatly offended with me; but 
pride, as well as prudence, hindered me 753 
from taking ſuch a ſtep.—I'was not con- 
ſcious of having done any thing*to-occa- 
ſion my lord's reaſonable diſpleaſure, . 
and, therefore, could not but think him 
exceedingly capricious. Prudence, alſo, 
forbade me to make any overtures to- 
wards the renewalof our correſpondence. 
: EY 4 Honour 
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Honour too, and a regard for my lord 
which I diſcovered by endeavouring 


to prevent his differing with his fa- 


mily—all prompted me to be filent, and 


not to ſeck to revive an attachment, 


Which his mother had wiſhed with fuch 


earneſtneſs to break off; and the time 
was now arrived, ſo much deſired by 
my lord's friends: for my lord now 
could look upon me, in the greateſt diſ- 


treſs, with the coldeſt indifference. In 


conſequence of all theſe reflections, I 


brought myſelf to ieſolve - ihough my 


reſolution coſt me dear to take no far- 
ther notice of what had paſſed, but to 


endeavour to appear eaſy at leaſt, tho' I 
found it utterly impoſſible to be really 
ſo. However, as I never had approved 
of deceit, I was a very awkward hypo- 


crite, 


Mr. 
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Mr. Sheffield immediately ſaw, I be- 
lieve, that I was far from being inter- 
nally chearful, though I affected to be 
outwardly fo, for he redoubled his aſſi- 
duities, and ſolicitudes to pleaſe me: his 
polite efforts were not, indeed, ſo ſuc- 
ceſsful as he, apparently, wiſhed them to 
be, yet I made no reſiſtance to them. 
Concluding, that he knew a great deal 
more of Lord Woodford than he choſe ' 
to own, I was in hopes that he would let 
ſomething fall in converſation, inad- 
vertently, which might gratify my cu- 
rioſity, though not give my heart all the 
deſired eaſe.— Animated by theſe hopes, 
continued to liſten to him, and accom- 
panied him, at his earneſt requeſt, Mrs. 
Stevens being always of our party, to 
ſeveral public places. Yer I will honeſt- 
ly confeſs, I did not accompany him to 
ſuch places, becauſe I expected any plea- 

„ ſure 
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ſure by going to them; I flattered my- 
ſelf that I ſhould have a chance to meet 
Lord Woodford, and that I might, per- 
haps, diſcover the motives which had. in- 


duced him to behave to me in ſo lange 
a manner. a 


In this nad of life, we remained 
about a month, from the night 1 ſaw 
my lord at the play.— Mr. Sheffield was 
now become one of the family : he was 
xeally very entertaining, and ſtrove to 
make the hours paſs away agreeably, 
by every method he could think of ; ne- 
ver did he take an improper advantage 
of our private interviews, for we fre- 
quently happened to be by ourſelves, — 
His company was, therefore, welcome 
to me, yet I ſecretly pined at the morti- 
fuying change in my lord's behaviour. 

My health gradually declined; I loſt my 

appetite ; * fied from my eyelids, ſo 
that 
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that in a very ſhort time I became greatly 


altered in my perſon—1 was pale, and 
had an emaciated appearance. | 

Mr. Sheffield often took notice of the 
alteration in my looks, and propoſed ſe- 
veral remedies. Country air and riding, 


were thoſe which he moſt ſtrongly re- 


commended; the ſeaſon, indeed, juſt at 


that time, was not favourable for either; 
but he inſiſted upon my making rural 
excurſions on horſeback, whenever there 
was a fine morning; and enforced the 
neceſſity of my having recoutſe to fuch 
a proceeding ſo powerfully to Mrs. Ste- 
vens, that ſhe began to teaſe me about 
it almoſt as much as he did. To ſilence 
them both, therefo.e, for they wearied 


my ears by always talking upon the 
_ ſame ſubje&, I told them one day, that 


I did not think either my. riding, or 


going into the country, was at all necef- 


ö ſary. 
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- fary. _ Beſides,” added I, booking at 
Mrs. Stevens, <« ſuppoſi ing they were, I 
te am, you know, under Lady Wood- 
46 ford's protection, and cannot remove 
„ myſelf without her confent,” 
" How, Miſs Oſgood,” cried Me. 
Shefficld, appearing extremely ſurpriſed; 
« Are you really under Lady Wood- 
« ford's care? Is he your friend ey. 
She does me the honour to tell me 
4 fo,” replied IJ. 3 15 
- «© Then he is, oa, the 
- "6 See who prevents your _ hap- 

* py with my lord.” 

I coloured like fire: but Won recover- 
ing, anſwered with more ſpirit than I 
imagined I could, poſſibly, have dif- 
covered, © There is ſo wide a difference, 
. *« Sir, between Lord Woodford's ſitua- 
4 tion and mine, that an alliance be- 
* tween us can never be thought of. 

| _ « T ought 
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] ought never, indeed, to have ex- 
<« pected any particular favours from his 
« lordſhip, but 1 have done nothing to 
merit his ill opinion.” could not 
proceed : : remembering, with pain re- 


membering, the many happy days dom 
paſſed with him, at his houſe at- 


J burſt into tears, and ſighs unnu 18700 


forced a paſſage from my —_— Vo 
ted boſom. 5 5 


Unable to bear the grief which over- 


whelmed me, 1 roſe in Kenn to 17777 the 


room. | 
Mr. Sheffield, riſing at the ſame mo- 


ment, caught my hand, and made a great 


many apologies for having, uninten- 


tionally, occaſioned me ſo much uneaſi- 


neſs.—*< Since Lady Woodford is your | 
bh: friend, ot contir ued he, « let me in- 
« treat you, if you have the lighteſt 


regard for your health, to acquaint 


: : © her 
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« her with the neceſſity there is for your 
„ going into the country —She will, 
« doubtleſs, conſent to your temporary 
40 abſence from en 1 the promo- 
« tion of your recovery.” 

be ſtaid to hear no more, FHP haſtened 
to my chamber, and ſincerely wiſhed 
that my illneſs—if it was an il neſs 
might carry me out of a world in 
which I had ſo much trouble and vexa- 
tion, fo little quiet and content. 
_. To ſtrengthen my wiſhes, to render 
me ſtill more diſſatisfied with the world, 
Lady Woodford made her appearance in 
the evening. After having chatted 
about a quarter of an hour, with Mrs. 


Stevens, upon indifferent things, ſhe 
faid, as if meerly by accident; When 
* my ſon is married and I hope his 


marriage will be finiſhed in a few 
weeks. 


— 
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« weeks—l will take Fanny down with 


« me into Northamptonſhire.” 
I changed colour knew not what 
reply to make, or which way to look. 


Not a great while before that evening, 


ſuch a ſpeech would have laid me almoſt 
lifelefs on the floor; but my lord's neg- 
lect, anger, and indifference, had pre- 
pared me for every thing dreadful, —1 
was not, *tis true, entirely deprived of 
my ſenſes, but the ſhock: I felt was too 
ſevere to be ſupported. 1 
Lady Woodford ſaw my Aiftrefs, _ 
wiah a view to comfort me, ſaid, * Nay, 
« Fanny, after having fo heroically 


given up my ſon, and perſuaded him 


« to marry the lady always defigned for 
$6 him, can you now feel any concern at 
his being about to chuſe a wife ſo 
« every way worthy of him? If you 
* eſteem him, if you even love him as 
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you ought, you would be pleafed to 
© hear of his going to do ſo laudable an 
action; an action which will, in all 


C 


probability, ſecure his future 2 
ne. 


Nobody, ma dam, replied I, « can 


more truly wiſh Lord Woodford hap- 


* pineſs than myſelf, and J earneſtly 


„ pray to W that he may ever en- 


ce Joy. It.“ : 

581 coul ſay no more; I went directly 
out of the room. I hated myſelf for 
having been afflicted by hearing of what 
would, moſt probably, enſure Lord 
Wood ford the eſteem of his family, and 
of courſe his felicity: yet I muſt confeſs, 
that I was ſelfiſh enough to with, that I 


had been the perſon neceſſary to com- 
Pleat his happineſs.—1 had flattered my- 


ſelf that he would have thought me ſo, 
as 1 really believed he would never find 
; a wo- 
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a woman more willing to make à ſub- 
miſſive wife. Feeling myſelf the object 


of his diſpleaſure, 1 felt ſenſations pain- 


ful beyond expreſſion.— Why ſhould 
he be angry thin becauſe he is 
going to marry another woman? I 
« have done nothing to offend him: I 
« am in no ſhape to blame, becauſe my 
rank and fortune are not equal to his; 
ſurely, then, he might have parted 
with me upon friendly terms. —His 
&« ſudden coolneſs, and- his total indif- 
« ference, have cruelly afflicted my 
heart. Would a man, even of com- 
mon humanity, have ſtood by, and 
looked on a woman he had never ſeen 
« before, in the diſtreſs I was, without 
« diſcovering ſome compaſſion for her, 
* if he had not actually choſen to offer 
** his aſſiſtance? How very unkindly 
did Lord Woodford behave by neg- 
| | * lecting 


cc 


cc 


cc 
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« lecting me, and in the moſt cutting 

manner too, when I was deeply diſ- 
c treſſed on his account! On his brow 
fat a ſullen kind of diſcontent, which 


* 


* pierced me to the ſoul. - And muſt I 
« fee him no more? muſt I loſe him for 
« ever ? muſt I never hear him tell me 
'« what I have done to offend him? 


< muſt I never receive 158 pardon from 
3 | N 90 
_ Oppreſſed by theſe refle&ions, I felt 


my ſituation almoſt inſupportable. From 
prudence, from pride, at leaſt, I ought 


to have rouſed myſelf; I ought to have 
triumphed over the ſorrow which inva- 
ded my heart, but 1 ſunk under the 


weight of it. A ſecond fever ſeized me, 


of a more diſagreeable nature than the 


firſt; it was a ſlow, nervous one. 1 


could neither eat, nor ſleep, nor take 
pleaſure in any thing. The phy ſician, 


who 


LADY WOODFORD. 95 


who attended me, by Lady Woodford's 


phe. declared, that if I was not imme 


diately aſſiſted by air and exerciſe, a de- 


cline might very rationally be expeRed. 


In conſequence of the doctor's declara- 
tion, Mrs. Stevens and I ſer out for 


Kenſington, to a lodging which ſhe had 


taken for me. A horſe was alſo recom- 


mended by Mr. Sheffield, who viſited 


us with as much regularity there as he 
had done in town; and took an infinite 
deal of pains to prevail on me to let him 
teach me the menage; but to no purpoſe. 


I was diſguſted with him, with every 
body, with every thing. I only deſired 
to ſit by myſelf, and to try to find out 


what had cauſed fo fudden a change in 
Lord Woodford : and as life yielded me 
no ſort of ſatisfaction, J wiſhed to die.— 
could only be perſuaded to take a turn 
now and then in Kenſington-Gardens, 
: when 


= 
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when there happened t6 be a very fine 


morning. In thoſe gardens, I was al- 
-ways accompanied by Mrs. Stevens, and 
Mr. Sheffield : the latter frequently im- 
portuned me to let him, alone, go with 
me, when the former was, accidentally, 
engaged, but he could never carry his 
point; nor could he ever make me con- 
ſent to remove, for a week or ten days, 
to a houſe which he had in Berkſhire, on 
the ſituation of which, he expatiated 
with the ſtrongeſt encomiums.—l paid 


no attention to his perſuaſions, or his 
arguments, for many arguments he had 


recourſe to, in order to convince me of 


the expediency of a removal: —T told 
him, „That I had done every thing 
% which reaſon, and religion required of 
eme to preſerve a life hateful to me, and 
ce that I would ſtay, and hen * 
« to my fate, whers J was.” 


In 
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In a few weeks after my arrival at 
Kenſington, Mr. Sheffield began to. 
mention Lord Woodford's approaching. 


marriage with Miſs Bromfield, as a piece 
of news every where talked of.—*<. Miſs . 
Ml « Bromfield,” added he, is juſt re- 


« covered from a ſevere illneſs, which 
5 « my Lord's neglect had occaſioned; 
£ « and they are now to be ſeen in all, 


27 public places together. She is a very 
„fine girl; there is great elegance in 
&« her perſon, and ſweetneſs i in her man- 
ners; ſhe will, therefore, [ imagine, 
« certainly fix Lord Woodford's heart, | 
6 as he is a man of true taſte.” | | 
This intelligence, with the 1 bd 
mental panegyrick on Miſs Bromfield's 
perſon and behaviour, did not, you may : 
be ſure, tend to make me eaſier than 1 
Was before. On the contrary, they in- 
creaſed my wretchedneſs ; (though, in- 
| deed, 
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deed, there could .hardly be any addi- 
tion to it) they alſo induced me to think, 
that Mr. Stieffield—defirous as he was 
of being more attentive to me than 
ever was not the man he had appeared 
to be. But to ſay ruth, I had been ſo 
much miſtaken, that I became out of 
| humour with the whole, ſex, and cared 
not whether I ever converſed with a 
man again.—As Sheffield, however, had 
been, in the language of the world, ex- 
tremely polite, and as I was too negli- 
gent about every thing to exert myſelf 
ſuffciently to quarrel with him, I ſuf- 
fered him to be officious about me, 
without diſcouraging his aſſiduities: yet 
by pleading illneſs, and the neceſſity of 


confining myſelf to my own chamber, [ 
e him as much as poſſible. 


While 1 was ſitting, one day, in a 
a open ſtate, _e came running into 


my 
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my. room O, \ madain,”: fad the, 
eagerly, ** Here is a letter for you, and 
« ] am ſure and certain it is from — 
« Woodford,” THY 

| Seeing i PRO abe . 
ready to faint, ſhe corrected her vivacity, 
fearing ſhe had alarmed me too much, 


and added, I believe it comes from 


© him: I ſhall be _ * it 
«© does not.“ 


I took it with a cernbling hand: ah, 


in no ſmall agitation, read the following 
lines: | 


+ X44 


: ” — » : o r 1 
1 1 ie 
To Mig ? 
| T . * 


OU GI 1 An Sener times 

| reſolved; to think no more of 
Wc has given me ſuch, inten: diſquier, 
I ſhould think myſelf diveſted of huma: 
nity, 
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nity, could I ſee you on the brink of a 
precipice without warning you of your 
dangerous ſituation. Sheffield, who, by 
his behaviour, appears to you, perhaps, 
in the moſt ' advantageous light, has 
formed the moſt infamous deſign againſt 
you, which he conceals by a conduct q 
extremely ſpecious, that both yourſelf 
and Mrs. Stevens have been deceived by 
it. By making you believe that he is 
deſperately in love with you, he hopes to 
ſee you fall into his ſnare. He reckons 
upon your imagining that his intentions 
are honourable, and expects you to place 
a confidence in him, which will give 
him an opportunity to triumph over 
your credulity.— Be upon your guard, 

therefore, for you may be aſſured that 
my infor mation is authentic; and that I 
have neither been actuated by jealouſy 
nor love to take this ſtep. —Conſcious of 

15 having 
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having no intereſted views upon this 
occaſion, I can, with the ſincereſt truth, 
aver, that nothing but an arderit deſire 
to preſerve you from the threatened 
blow againſt your honour and your 


peace, could have urged me to trouble 
you with this letter. 


EET D. 


Tou cannot eaſily conceive, my dear 
friend, the different emotions which I 
felt during the peruſal of the above let- 
ter; and I am ſure I cannot deſcribe 
them. I changed colour ſeveral times: 
I was, at the firſt opening of it, ani- 
mated with hope; I then reddened with : 
vexation—when I read on, and found 
that my lord eee totally indif- 
ferent about me, I turned pale: the con- 
cluding words chilled my blood to ſuch 

Vo. II. F ga de- 
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a degree, that it almoſt ceaſed to flow in . 
my veins. The letter fell from my 
hands on the floor, and I ſunk back in 
my chair without ſenſe, without mo- 
tien 6 
Kitty mms for let but no body 
happened to be, juſt then, within hear- 
ing. The horrid lamentation ſhe made 
over me, ſoon brought me to myſelf. 

& Good God! madam,” cried ſhe, 
% what can my lord have written to af- 
„ you ſo:much 27... {,. * 

« Oh! Kitty,” ſaid 3 as ſoon as I 
could ſpeak, I am for ever loſt —ruined 
<« every way — but ttis no matter: I 
% hope I ſhall not long ſuffer.— My lord, 
however, has acted very kindly to 
5 warn me of the miſchief intended 
* againſt me. — Heaven bleſs him 
« for it!” wy 


} f 


:, «And 
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And heaven bleſs you, madam,” 
replied Kitty, “for methinks ou head 
% rambles-ſtrangely.” OM: 5 

« No, Kitty My — is light, in- 
« deed, but I am not mad neither. 
« God only knows what I might have 
been, had not my guardian angel 
« for ſurely I may call Lord Woodford 
„ ſo—as he has twice ſaved me—ſent 
me this timely intelligence.” a 

« Then the letter did bring good 
ce news at laſt ?” cried the honeſt}, affec- 
tionate girl I thought my lord could 
« never leave you, madam, Oh! had 
< you but ſeen him the day when he 
came back, and gave me the letter— — 
« 1 am certain he loves you.” 

* Talk no more of him, Kitty—I 
* muſt try to forget him but I muſt 
firſt! added I, burſting into tears 
learn to die.“ 


4 


Poor 


F 2 
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Poor Kitty, whom I had actually ter- 
rified, ſaid every thing in her power to 


comfort me, but to no purpoſe. I in- 
ſiſted upon her leabigg me. At the 


ſame time, I inſiſted upon her never 
letting Sheffield into the houſe again, 
and upon charging the reſt of the fa- 
mily always to deny me to him. 
Wich difficulty, I prevailed on her to 
leave me; ſo urgent was ſhe to be ac- 
quainted with my reaſons, for giving ſo 
extraordinary an order. = 


When 1 had ſhut the door upon her, 
I threw\myſclf into a chair, and began 


to read my letter again. My lord had 


told me, that he was neither jealous of 


me, nor in love with me, yet as he had 
communicated the moſt friendly intelli- 
gence to me, he was, certainly, entitled 
to my ſincereſt acknowledgments.— But 


could I, prudently, make thoſe acknow- 
AG gf ledg- 
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ledgments ? — Were there not many 
reaſons to be urged againſt my writing 


to my lord I could not, however, 


check a ſtrong deſire to ſhew my grati- 
tude. It can never be wrong,“ ſaid 
I, to myſelf, to be grateful,” © 
Diſturbed as my imagination was, 1 
fat down to thank my lord for his kind 
warning, without imagining that I 
ſhould appear in a criminal light to bim, 
by ſo doing, or to Lady Woodford, tho? 
I had promiſed her not to correſpgrid 
with her fon. | was] ig a rey. PPE PP 
ſituation, Ke nant 
"Two or three Jetters did I white, be: 
fore l could pleaſe” myſelf.” My head 
was, indeed, fo diſordered; that I found 
it impoſſible to deliver the ſentiments of 
my heart with propriety : yet gratitude 
puſhed n me bn, and operated ſo ſtrongly, 
that 1 at lat” finiſhed my letter. Not- 
F 1 
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withſtanding” his ind ifference, my heart 
overflowed with tenderneſs, and tho' he 
had confeſſed himſelf no longer my 
lover, he had, ſufficiently, proved him- 
ſelf my friend to merit my unfeigned 
thanks. Had he not been my friend, 
he would not have taken the leaſt notice 
me: 55 as FM Ny 6? 
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1 Lord Ton T5% ie 

Win a — fol of the mol 
| graceful ſenſations for the intel- 
Usence vou, generouſly, conveyed. ta 
me, with regard to Mr. Sheffield, 1 take 


this firſt opportunity to return my fin- 
cereſt acknowledgments, tho 1 never 
entertained ſentiments for that gentle- 
man different from thoſe which I felt at 

the 
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the ſight of a common acquaintance, I 
am not, however, leſs obliged to your 
lordſhip for your folicitude about me, 
for your noble readineſs to ſave me from 
the danger with which I was threatened. 
—[Immediately availing myſelf of your 
moſt friendly information, I gave orders 
to be denied whenever Mr. Sheffield 
made his appearance ; and, that he may 
not have the ſlighteſt hopes of ſucceſs, I 


am determined to ſee him no more. 


I cannot conclude without intreating 
your lordſhip to pardon me-for this re- 
ply, which you will probably deem un- 
neceſſary, and even impertinent, but I 
cannot bear the thoughts of ingratitude. 
Pardon me, alſo, my lord, for any thing 
which J may have, inadvertently, faid or 
done, to diſpleaſe you—you, my beſt 
friend, my generous deliverer, my liberal 


W — Your indifference, my lord, 


4 I 4 cuts. 


— 
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cuts me to the ſoul, yet in ſpite of that 
indifference, J ſhall ever remain, 


With thetrueſt reſpect, 


| "Juba much obliged” 


H u wble n, 


FRANCES ©5600D. 


4 
* 


When 1 reviewed, the above 1 
1 made a thouſand objections to it: yet, 
as, 1 could not write another in my then 
frame of mind, I reſolved to ſend it, 1 
would not, however, ſend it by Kitty. 
I ſhould have been tranſported, indeed, 
a have received a minute account of its 

recep - 
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reception by my lord, but I thought 
that I ſhould be guilty of a great impio- 
priety by ſo, doing, and that he might 
imagine I wiſhed to revive the tender 
paſſion in his boſom (and I certainly 
did wiſn for the revival of it) I acted 
in oppolition to my inclination, by not 
committing my letter to Kitty's care, 
but I ated, agreeably to the dictates of 
diſcretion, by * it to him 1 in | 
another war. 

Having conthed wy dell, King came | 
to me: I bade en it e 
houſ e.. 

« Had I not Anne go to my lard, 
< myſelf, madam ?“ hid ſhe, a 
give it into his un hands?“ 

<*< On no account, eee — 0 
< bighly, im proper. 

v4 egen by 0 . 
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by the poſt, increaſed my diſquiet.—““ If 


Let it then,” ſaid I, vexed to death 
at being ſo teaſed to do a thing which E 
ſo earneſtly deſired to do, and from 
which I was reſtrained by prudence. 


© Kitty, ſilenced by the laſt reply, ut- 


tered in a very peeviſh tone, left the 
room — ſhe faid not a word, but ſhe look - 


ed full as much diſpleaſed as I was: and 


I actually was uncharitable enough to 
impute her eagerneſs to carry my letter, 


to-a mercenary diſpoſition, I thought, 
indeed, that ſhe only wanted to throw 
| herſelf in the way of another preſent.— 


However, my reflections concerning her 
motives were foon fucceeded by others, 


which gave me far more diſturbance : 


reflections, which made me reſtleſs, and 
unhappy beyond expreſſion.— What the 
girl had mentioned with the regard to 
the poſſibility of my letter's miſcarrying 


my 
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 @ my lord receives not my acknow- 
" ledgments, after having given me ſo 
« ſtriking a proof of his friendſhip, he 
« will call me, and with reaſon, the 
« moſt ungrateful of women, and think 
% me entirely unworthy of his atten- 
« tion.” — I then wiſhed a thouſand 
times, that I had permitted Kitty to 
carry my letter : 
it with his ſervant, who would not have 
failed to deliver it to him. Without 
her having ſeen my lord, I ſhould have : 
been aſſured of his receiving it. 
With theſe reflections, and others of 
the ſame kind, was I tormented long ; 
after Kitty had left the room, —In the 
midſt of them, I was rouſed by the 
entrance of the maid of the houſe, to in- 
form me that Mr. Sheffield 'was _ 
and begged to ſee me. 


8 lor- 


ſne might have left 


„ 


ws MEMOIRS OF 
I ordered her, directly, to tell him 
that I was engaged, and then . 
after Kitty. 
« She is gone out, radar,” replied 
the maid. 5 
The fame anſwer I received three 
hours afterwards, —1 then began to fancy 
where is the woman who does not, 
ſometimes, flatter herſelf —that, diſre- 
garding the ſtrictneſs of my commands, 
ſhe was gone with my letter tomy lord. 
— This idea operated ſo ſtrongly in my 
mind, that I grew more compoſed, and 
I pleaſed myſelf with thinking, that 1 
mould hear a circumſtantial relation of 
what paſſed between her and his lord- 
ſhip: I-pleaſed myſelf with thinking 
that ſhe would juſtify my conduct with 
regard to Sheffield, if. he queſtioned her 
about it, and convince him that I had 
not given Sheffield any encouragement. 
-0 5 : —1 
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=I pleaſed myſelf, for once; to think 
that my poſitive orders had a. dif- 
obeyed, 

As ſoon as Kitty canis; I hurried 
to the top of the ftairs, and bade her 
come into my room, intending to exa- 
mine her quite unobſerved, as I could 
take ſuch a ſtep without appearing par- 
ticular; for ſince my illneſs, I had kept 
pretty cloſe to my chamber, and Mrs. 
Stevens was always willing to let Kitty 
be with me when ſhe could ſpare her. 

Ho exceſſively was 1 diſappointed 
when the told me, with the greateſt ala- 
crity, upon my aſking her where ſhe had 
been, that having procured her miſtreſs's 
leave, ſhe had put my letter into a poſt- 
houſe at London, imagining that it 
would go ſafer from thence, * from 
a. al n en TRI | 


I changed 
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I changed colour, 1 am fure; I turned 
from her, ſhut my door, and burſt into 
tears. I concluded, that my lord would 
never receive my laſt letter, about the 
conveyance of which, J was —— 
anxious. 1 Vein e 

'Kitty's new intelligence was certainly 
very unfavourable to the reſtoration of 
my health: I grew worſe and worſe, as 
my mind became more and more diſor- 
dered. Mrs. Stevens began to teaſe me 
about Sheffield, and by ſo doing, retarded 
my recovery. — She defended his cha- 
racter; ſhe was amazed to find that I 
harboured the 3 ſuſpicions baun 
him. Te 

To convince . * my ſuſpicions 
were not groundleſs, I produced Lord 
Woodford's letter. It threw her entirely 
off her guard, and the words * pique, 
and jealouſy,” eſcaped her. Thoſe 
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words were; I muſt' confeſs, the moſt. 
comfortable ones I had heard for a con- 
ſiderable time: in order, therefore, to 
enjoy them more fully, I pretended to 
differ from her entirely: I maintained 
an oppoſite opinion, and applied to the 
letter as a witneſs to the truth of my aſ- 
ſertion. — had the pleaſure to hear her 
contradict me. I told her, with great 
earneſtneſs, that my lord was neither 
troubled, with love nor jealouſy, as he 


had expreſsly declared himſelf free. from 


thoſe paſſions, on my account. 

<« Had he not been agitated by both 
22 of: them,” replied ſhe briſkly, he 
would not have. mentioned either the 
« one or the other.“ 

The fluttering pleaſure which Ir re- 
ceived from that ſpeech is not to be de- 
ſcribed. The joy. which my heart felt, 
Was diffuſed over my countenance. 

Mrs. ste- 
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Mrs. Stevens found out her miſtake, 
and altered her tone, but it was too late. 
My eyes were opened, and I ſaw my 
lord's letter in a very different light. 1 
really fancied that he ſtill loved me, that 
he was even jealous of Sheffield. This 
conjecture gave me unſpeakable ſatis- 
faction, and was, conſequently, of more 
ſervice towards the compleat reſtoration 
of my health, than all the remedies 
which had been preſcribed for me. My 
ſpirits returned, and I determined to 
preſerve a life which was ſtill, I flattered 
myſclt, valued by Lord Woodford. 
Nay, I began to imagine that there had 
been no foundation for the report with 


regard to his marriage with Miſs Brom- 
field, that he was not going to marry 


any other woman. 1 began to imagine 
that Sheffield whom ] reſolved never to 


ſee * invented the tale meerly 
to 


_  ———— — 5 a - = — " — "XZ OT 
—— r x — 2D 
. — 


i 
19 
F 
1 
1 ; 
10 
14 
U 
iy 
Vit 


th 


_ - ä - 
—— — — — = 
= — — — — = _< = 2 — = "7; 6” CIR S — > — = — — 
— — — — — — Ge — — = _ A — — - — — — — — — — —— — — — 
8 2 . — - - "= — * — => —— — = 5 — _ * — — —— — ICs - - 2 — 
— A — 2 a — — — oy — — £5» 4+ = * — —— — — — — — - — - = — = 
ER . — — = = 2 * 5 "3 Sa, SA an 8 3 . —— — > * 2 = 
AR = Is = IA I — — — E 5 ; - 4 — — — PERL L == 5 = 
1 


_— 
= * 


DE — 


EP EEE ESE an 


LADY WOODFORD. 113 


to carry his point, My heart danced 
within me—T looked, I ſpoke with: un- 
uſual vivacity, and no longer refufed to 
accompany Mrs. Stevens t to Kenſington 
Gardens. 

Juſt when we were fitting out, one 
morning, to thaſe gardens; ſomebody 
came to her from London on buſineſs, 
and ſhe, finding that ſhe ſhould be de- 
tained ſome time, -defired me not to 
wait for her, but to go to the gardens, 
adding, that he would follow me as 
ſoon as poſſible. be 

I complied, and walked on * 
not being able to move very faſt. = 

No ſooner, bad 1 entered the gravel 
walk, tban I heard 4 been ſay. 2 
« ſhe— ris ſhe,” _ FI. 

I felt my heart throb: dne . 


43 8 


I ſaw Lord Woodford, who exclaimed— A 


40 My 


\ 
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„My Fanny! but good heaven! how 
pale, how emaciated !* 

He caught my hand I trembled, but 
I could not ſpeak. 

% Dear Fanny,” continued he, ( for- 
« give my unjuſt ſuſpicions ; impute 
te them entirely to the violence of my 
love.“ 

He then ſtopped, gazed on me, 
waited for — had no words 
ready. i e 
Will you not forgive u me, | Fanny p' 
added he, in plaintive accents. _ 

Forgive you, my Lord?“ replied 
I—and pauſed: my tears Gopplied the 
deficientes of my tongue. ; 

„ My dear, dear girl,” 0 faid he, ea- 
gerly, < why this ſorrow now? let me 
« wipe away thoſe precious drops.” 


Still] could not ſpeak; the tranſports 


which I felt on ſeeing him again, and 


On 
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on ſeeing him ſo unexpectedly affec- 
tionate, deprived me of the power of 
utterance, almoſt deprived me of wy 
ſenſes. = 

My lord immediately led me to a ſeat 
which happened to be near us; placed 
himſelf by my ſide, threw his arm ten- 
derly round me, and intreated me to be 
compoſed.— Tell me, my deareſt girl,” 
added he, why you weep thus?“ 

] weep for Joy at the ſight of you, 
" my Lord,” replied I;'*« for} Joy to find 
that you are not angry with me, that 
« you are ſo different from the man yoo 
appeared to be at our laſt meeting. 

He preſſed me to his boſom while I 
ſpoke, with rapture equal to my own. 
I, then, recollecting what I had ſo lately 
heard concerning his marriage with 
Miſs Bromfield, began to fear that we 
were running into a cenſurable intimacy. 

| LES 
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Yet while I* drew back from his re- 
ſpectfully- tender touch, I fighed to think 
that I was prohibited the enjoyment of 
ſo ſweet a ſatisfaction: a ſatisfaction, 
which, in ſome ſituations, would have | 
been not only innocent, but laudable. - 

* Whydo you gh, my deareſt girl?” 
ſaid he, ſtill detaining me, ftill holding 
my hand in his; Po you find it ſo 
« difficult a matter to pardon me 21 
t was, I own, very unhappy to ſee you 
te with Sheffield: at the play: P was un- 
prepared for ſuch a mortifying fight : 
] thought him too near you, too affi- 
e cious about you, and I was afraid that 
5 his' infinuating behaviour had met 

with encourageinent from you. The 

manner in which you anſwered him, 
indeed, confirmed my apprehenſions 
e at the time, and a thouſand: torment- 
ing fancies darted into my mind: but 
« when 
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« when 1 beheld yeu fainting in his 
« arms, when 1 ſaw your head reclined 
« upon his boſom, I ſaw too much. — 
„ ſtrove to fly from a ſight which was 
« inſupportable.— was, in truth, ſo 
« diſtracted by it, that when you ſpoke 

I only was ſenſible ofthe motion q your 
lips, I heard not a ſyllabie which you 
«+ articulated. I hurtied to remove from 
%a place in which I ceaſed to be maſter 
« of myſelf, leſt I ſhould have been 
« ouilty of ſome glaring abſurdity.—1 
returned home ſo exceedingly diſ- 
« concerted and unhappy, that Cowley, 
who has lived with me from my in- 
fancy, ſuppoſed me to be very much 
out of order. In ſhort, he aſked me 
« ſo many queſtions about the ſtate of 
% my health, that he became quite tire- 
« ſome: any other man equally inquiſi- 
6 tive, would have been in the. Higheſt 


degree 
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« degree impertinent ; but I was too 
« well acquainted with his prejudices in 
« your favour, and with his affection for 
t me, to be really offended at his nu- 
* merous interrogations. I, therefore, 
« as ſoon as I could bring myſelf to en- 
<« ter upon an affair which had given 
4 meſo much uneaſineſs, told him what 
« I had ſeen, and under whoſe care I 
<< had left you.— He immediately quit- 
« ted me, to make an enquiry after you. 
„When he came home he ſaid, in or- 
« der, doubtleſs, to eradicate from my 
fond boſom a paſſion which had cauſed 
me ſo much anxiety, perſecuted as I 
« was both'by my mother, and the reſt 
« of my family, Every body believes 

< that Miſs Oſgood is going, very ſoon, 
« to be married to Mr. Sheffield.” —I 
« was ſhocked at the information : it 
« confirmed the ſuſpicions I had enter- 
Ba « tained 


— — — — 
— 

— — + Os 

8 


Gy — — 
* 2 
— — _— 


_ —̃ 
8 = A ON 
— or ne 
— — = — F<." = 
—— 
— — 


- — pa 9 
= GX of SS > — 
= 2 
IE — ä 
—— 8 * Ow, 
— a 5 . 5 — 
5 — —— 
— : EEE <LI 


=. 
* 


La 


* 


LADY WOODFORD. 115 


tained with. regard to your con- 


' ſtancy : yet 1 wondered, at the ſame 
time, to hear of Sheffield's intentions 


to marry at all, firmly believing that 
no woman but, yourſelf *could have 
brought about ſo great a revolution in 
his mind. Cowley was, however, ſo 
particular, and fo. poſitive, that L 
could not, poſſibly, queſtion his ve- 
racity.—Soon after this evet,, my 
mother made a freſh attempt to pre- 
vail on me to ſee Miſs Bromfield, 

who was, the ſaid, a little recovered ; 
aſſuring me that my friendly atten- 
tions, alone, were wanting to com- 

pleat the recovery of her health. 
Lady Woodford could not have 
ſeized a moment more favourable to 
her deſign. Diſcontented as I was, 
and aCtually jealous of Sheffield, I 
catched at every thing which could, 


ie 
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in any ſhape, feed my reſentment: 5 
e reſentment ſo fooliſh, that I feel my- 
« felf at this inſtant, heartily aſhamed of 
« having made a diſcovery of it to you: 
&« degraded in my o »n eyes, 1 have, no 
on! doubt, rendered myſelf ridiculous ! in 
« yours. But to the point; to gratify 
« that foolith reſentment, - I agreed: to 
« ſee Miſs Bromfield, though [ would 
« not, on any terms, be preſented to 
« her as a lover: telling my mother, 
« that I could: not poſſibly have any 
« domeſtic connections with hat fa 
<. mily.— My mother, however, partial 
to her young friend, hoped that time 
« and her merit would remove all my 
« Objections to an union with her, eſpe- 
«a cially when ſhe ſaw that I could not 
« treat a girl with ill: manners, and ill- 
e humour, who had, evidently, diſ- 
ce covered a very ſingular pre poſſeſſion 
' in 
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« in my favour.—In the mean while, 
<« ordered Cowley to make the ftriQeſt 
% enquiries concerning you; to my ex- 
* treme mortification'I heard that you 
% was ſeen every where with Sheffield, 
c and that thoſe who did not know him 
« imagined you would ſoon be married 
% to him: thoſe who were thoroughly 
e acquainted with him, thought he had 
* deſigns of a different nature.— This 
te intelligence added fuel to my jealouſy, 
e and conſiderably ſtrengthened the ill 
« opinion I had harboured of you: 
* I was quite convinced that you had 


given me up for a man whom you be- 


« licved to be altogether independent, 
“ and able to make you a very genteel 
“ ſettlement. I, then forgive me Fan- 
ny — and not till then, ranked you 
= among the reſt of your ſex: and tho” 
« jt pained me to find that you, whom 

Vol. II. 1 I had 


66 
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« J had ſo highly eſteemed; on whoſe 


« affection I had ſo ſtrongly depended— 
that you had deceived me, yet I reſclved 


«.to conquer a paſſion which I imagined 


' © —blinded by my jealouſy ] could not 
e gratify with honour—I reſolved to 
« tear you from my boſom.— In ſhort, 
« [ determined. to make my addreſſes 
* to Miſs. Bromfield, to whom I was 
6+ not, according to all appearances, an 
<< object of indifference ; and that I 
« might not change my mind—for 1 


every much diſtruſted myſelf—I-in- 
« formed my mother of my deſign ; yet 


80 deſired her not to mention it to Sir 
xe: George Bromfield till J had, myſelf, 


« reaſon to expect a refuſal from him. 


« My mother complied with my re- 
* queſt, and made parties with Miſs 


4 Bromfield to ſeveral places, on pur- 
mY ,=_ | 
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poſe to throw us into each other's 
way. did not oppoſe her procted- 
ings, but my heart was ſilent with re- 
gard to the lady who was to be miſtreſs 


of it, and ſighed deeply for its loſt 


Fanny, — Being drawn in, much 
againſt my inclination, to ſpend an 
evening with ſome gay young fellows, 
one of them mentioned Sheffield, and 


his having a deſign upon a fine girl, 


who had lodgings at Kenſington for 
her health, as ſhe had a very delicate 
conſtitution.— He has carried on his | 
ſcheme hitherto,” continued the youny 

fellow, „With great ſucceſs, by mak- 
ing her believe that he intends to 
marry her; but | ſuppoſe the affair 


will end with a trip to Scotland, or 


ſomewhere elſe; a ham parſon may, 
perhaps, tack them together nearer 


home, if the buſineſs cannot be done 


Gy, - 
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« without the appearance of a mar- 
40 . Tiage. l fancied immediately that 
«6; gon was the perſon whom Sheffield had 
40 Yingled out to impoſe upon in the moſt 


* infamous manner, and though I fan- 
's cied alſo that I loved you no longer, 


6 


„ 


I could not bear to think of your be- 
<« ing betrayed by ſuch a villain; I, 


therefore, ſat down, and wrote a few 
„lines juſt to apprize you of your dan- 
« ger. I was, at that time, ſwelling 
« with reſentment againſt you, for 
66 having paid the leaft attention to 
« Sheffield's converſation, and could 
not finiſh my letter without telling 
% you that 1 neither loved, nor was 
«+ jealous.- —But wy heart revolted a- 


gainſt my hand I was, at that very 
« inſtant, torn to pieces with jealouſy 
«and love. —— When your ſervant 
20 brought me your anſwer, 1 felt my- 

to ſel 


3 


ſelf 
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* ſelf ſo much agitated by thoſe two 
«© impetuous paſſions, that I could pot 
« help diſcovering a violent propenſity 
« to hear what you could ſay id jour 
« own defence. Kitty plainly ſaw, that? 
« ] was by no means ſo indifferent about 
« you as I had pretended to be. But 


what became of me when I read your 


« dear letter! every word of it pene- 
e trated my ſoul !—it immediately ex- 
« cited admiration, eſteem, and love: 

« and when Kitty informed me, that 
* you never had the leaſt thought of 
„ Sheffield, and that my unpardonable 

** neglet had conſiderably injured your 
* health, 1 was almoſt frantic with 
« grief, I was wild for an opportunity 
to make my peace with you, if poſſi- 


ble. I acquainted Kitty with my 


* ardent wiſhes, who told me, that 
* : they could by no means be aceom 
G 3 « pliſhed, 
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pliſhed, as you had promiſed Lady 


Woodford not to receive me, and as 


you would not, on any account, break 
*.your promiſe to her.—** Beſides, my 


lord,” added fhe, you are engaged 


« to another lady: Miſs Oſgood will, 


therefore, think it criminal to have 
any farther connections with you.” — 
When I preſſed her to ſtay, and to 
take an anſwer to your letter, ſhe re- 
plied, . that you did not know of her 


- coming to me, that you had, indeed, 


expreſsly deſired her not to come to 
me, and that ſhe could not, therefore, 
venture to carry my anſwer back to 
her. I admired. the honeſt and af- 
fectionate diſpoſition of the girl, who 


had a ſecond time diſcovered a very 


wo 


4. 


cc 


warm attachment to you, but J quite 
adored your principles, and your ſpirit. 
The tenderneſs ning through your 

letter 
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letter made me diſtracted to give you 
« the moſt ſtriking proofs of my regret, 
of my remorſe, for having injuriouſly 
ſuſpected you; to give you the 
« ſtrongeſt aſſurances that would marry 
no woman on earth except yourſelf, 
and to declare my fixed determination 
to do every thing in my power to re- 
concile my mother to a marriage, 
« without which, there could be no 
« happineſs for me in this world; —Kitty, 
« finding me ſo eager to procure an in- 
* terview with you, told me, that you, 
« ſometimes, walked in theſe gardens, 
& but never alone, —I. thanked her for 
« the hint, and aſſured her, that 'Lwould 
« come here every day till I had ſeen 
« you, without paying any regard to 
Mrs. Stevens. — How great, how 
„ was my ſurprize to ſee you 
N by — how bleſt was 1 to 

: ns 4 e have 
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« have ſo charming an opportunity to 
<< ſpeak to you uninterrupted by a third 
« perſon ! How doubly bleſt to find you 
„ ſo overwhelmed with joy at the 


4 ſight of me Was vou not ſo 


% overwhelmed, Fanny f are you not 
cc happy ? are you not tranſported 22 
Tell me, my deareſt girl.” 

„have told you already, my lord, 
« how exceſſively I was delighted at the 
<< ſight of you—T muſt not tell you fo 
<<. again: I ſhall always think of you as 
I do zow, but we muſt not talk * 
more upon this ſubject.? 1 1 0! 
e ſee that we muſt not,” -anfveret 


| he, looking tenderly at me; & the tears, 


I perceive, are ready to ſtart from 
e thoſe dear Eyes. Tour ſpirits have 
been lowered too much by the ſhocks 
„Which I have occaſioned to them; 5 
your health has been injured by my 
« 7404 behaviour. I ſincerely hope, 
| « how - 
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however, that from this happy mo- 
6 ment your recovery, in every ſhape, 
« will be ſpeedy. You are now made 
4 thoroughly eaſy with regard to me z 
« you may depend upon my giving my 
mother no reſt till the has approved of | 
« the choice of my heart; you may 
« rely on“ 5 
« Hold my "Fry _ faid I, interrupt= 
ing him, with all the firmneſs I could 
aſſume, this muſt not be: Lady Wood- - 
« ford is perfectly right: ſhe ſhews her- 
« ſelf the fondeſt, thebeſtof Mothers by - 
urging you to marry Miſs Bromfield, 
* orany other Lady of equal rank, and 
* equally accompliſhed, to whom you 
may find yourſelf inclined. Comply : 
with her deſires, my Lord, rather 
« than with your own: if you cannot 
love Miſs Bromfield, look out for 
another lady: there are numberleſs 
* women, doubtleſs, to be met with, 
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60 


40 


0 


who would make it the whole buſi- 
neſs of their lives to engage, and to 
preſerve your affection: and, provided 


the woman you chuſe is ſuitable to 
you with regard to family and fortune, 


Lady Woodford will not, I Imagine 
inſiſt upon your marrying Miſs Brom- 


field.“ 


1 will marry no woman in the world, 


Fanny, but you; you alone are capa- 
ble of making me happy“. 
« hope I am my Lord,” replied [ 


haſtily—<* but not in the way you men- 


40 


WT 7+ 


e 


44 


tion. flatter myſelf that you both 
love and eſteem me: if I am not miſ⸗ 
taken you will liſten to me; and 
hope | ſhall give you ſufficient reaſons, 
by what I am going to ſay, for your 
changing your preſent kind and 
generous intentions with reſpect to me. 
l am not 1 a footing with you 

« in 
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« inpoint of rank: you will diſgrace your 
« family by introducing me into it; me, à 
« girlof nobirth, with no fortune. I think 
« myſelf very happy in having merited 


your lordſhip's regard, but I am at 


©« the fame time, thoroughly ſenſible 
ce that J am not the Woman whom you 
« ſhould think of making your 'wife, = 
« It is therefore my Lord, from the ſin- 
« cereſt affection for you, from the trueſt 
regard for your honour and your peace, 


that I infiſt upon the refuſal of an of- 


« fer which would make me the hap- 
« pieſt of my ſex, were I in a ſituation 
« to deſerve the completion of my wiſh- 
« es: wiſhes which muſt never be gra- 
« tified. But tho' I am reſolved never 
to be acceſſary to your committing an 
* irretrievable indiſcretion, by giving 
„ you my hand, I will ſolemnly affure 
$6 0 that it ſhall be given to no 
G 6 other 
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« other man living It is impoſſible 
for me to love any man but y”_ 
cc Lordſhip,” 1 1 f 
Here I ſtopped becauſe I _ Lord 
impatient to reply. 
Enough, enough, my dew girl,” 
ſaid he, ſtraining me, affectionately, 
to his boſom, * your laſt declaration is 
* ſufficient to huſh all my fears. —By af: 
*« ſorin g me that you preferme to every 
„ other Man, and that you really love 
* me well enough to relinquiſh your 
« own felicity for the promotion—(as 


0; you imagine) of mine, you diſcoyer a 


« regard for me which will, naturally, 
« attach me to you more ſtrongly than 
1 ever Your exemplary behaviour de- 
e mands all the returns in my power; 
your merit is ineſtimable: 1 love you 
” with redoubled ardoyr, and ſhall ever 
6s. nnn wich the moſt lively gra- 
| 3 titude 
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« tityde the laſt letter you ſent to me, 
6 the greateſt miſery: for I will frank- | 
6 1y own, that, believing you tobe drawn 
« away from me by Shefficld's ſeducing 
«© manners, and being cloſely driven by 
% my mother to ſhew ſome compaſſion 
* for Miſs Bromfield, I might, poſſibly, 
© have been induced to do a deed which 
« would have plunged us all into wretch+ 
„ ednefs, — What an eſcape have I had! 
« —Yet J ſhall be ſtill diſtreſſed if you 
« do not recover your health, which, I 
fear, may be ſtill more injured by 
« ſitting in this place: let us walk, 


« therefore, my dear Fanny, as long as 


„you dare venture to ſtay in the gar- 
« dens, and let me intreat you to take 
all poſſible care of yourſelf for your 


** own fake, as well as for mine. I can- 


not delende the cytting anxiety 
« which 
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« which I have already felt in conſe- 
$* quence of your being out of order.” 
I TI thanked my lord® earneftly for his 
ſohcitude about me: I aſſured him that 
J was not fo ill as he had imagined me 
to be, adding, however, that I thought 
it quite. time for me to return home, 
as I fancied Mrs. Stevens had either been 
preventectfrom coming into the gardens, 
or had ſtrolled into a different walk: 

My lord intreated me to give him 
another half hour, if I found no incon- 
venience from being fo long abfent from 
my apartment. 1 complied with his re- 
queſt, becauſe I did not intend to > meet 
him again. 

He preſſed me, extremely, when we 
ES to be in the ſame” place the next 
day, or any other day which would be | 
more agreeable to me, as he ſhould be 
| * in hopes of ſeeing me. 


How 
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How charming was this attention to 
me! what an enchanting condeſcenſion 
J almoſt adored him, and was, conle- 
quently, fearful of giving way to emo- 
tions of tenderneſs which muſt have 
. fruſtrated my deſign. I, therefore, nei - 
ther promiſed my lord to meet him 
again, nor took any particular leave of 
him., I ſtrove, as much as poflible, to 
ſtifle every riſing ſigh, to repel every 
tear which ſtarted into my eyes when he 

bade me adieu.— His laſt words were, 


„Take as much care of your health as : 


« you would of mine. Remember 


« that 75 life depends 25 your re- 
„ covery.” 


I preſſed his hand, and, inſtead of a 
reply, clapped my handkerchief to my 
face, as if I had been incommoded by the 


wind, but, really, to conceal 07 im- 


proper 
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proper change in my countenanee, and 


walked away, not once looking back. 
A ſudden noiſe, very ſoon afterwards, 
obliged me to turn my head; I ſaw my 
lord ſtanding quite. ſtill with his arms 
folded, and with his eyes fixed on me 
intently, .. e 
Another look would bans ruined me; 


I hurried home, and then to my cham- 


ber, without ſtay ing to hear the apology | 


Mrs. Stevens- was. making for having 
been hindered from following me. 


On my table I found a letter for me: 


not knowing the hand, | I opened it im · | 


mediately, but when I ſaw Shefficld's 


name at the bottom of the paper, I would 


nat read it. Several let;ers came after- 


wards from the ſame perſon, and I 
treated them in the ſame manner: I 
read none of them: by ſuch a behavior 
1 ſoon got rid of Mr, Shefficld's : impor- 


tunities, 
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tunities, and indulged myſelf with re- 
flecting upon my lord's tender, and firm 
attachment to me.—The ſatisfaction 1 
felt from that attachment was tranſport- 
ing, and though I did not deſign to 
make an indirect advantage of it, great 
ly did it contribute towards the reſtora- 
tion of my health. I recovered apace, 
and had fortitude enough to keep my re- 
ſolution by not going to the gardens, 
agreeably to _ lord's re in- 
treaties. : 
Soon after the above interview with 
my lord, VERY ARNE came to > fee 
me. 

Sbe ae at FA e in my 
perſon ſo much for the better, and told 
me, that ſhe thought 1 looked as well as 
ever.“ Surely, Fanny,” continued ſhe, 
examining me more nearly, you are 
F "RO to return to London.. 

I affured 
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I kwaſſured her that I was, and that I 
only waited for her ladyſhip's com- 
mands. HEM 

_ . « So ready with your obedience !” ſaid 
ſhe, with a forced ſmile—* I may expect 
<« then to receive a ſincere anſwer to this 
* queſtion—Have'you ſeen my ſon?” © 
« 1 Zave, madam, replied I; on no 
account would | deceive your ladyſhip. 
I met my lord in Kenſington- Gardens, 
« accidentally.— I am ſure, on my fide, 
— but I will honeſtly own, that bis ap- 
pearance there was occaſioned -by a 
letter which I had written to him. 


« How ?” cried ſhe, with a ſevere 


Jook.z . did you not tell me, that you 


« would never correſpond with him?“ 


I never made a direct promiſe of 
ae that kind, my lady,” replied 1 if 
„ had, I ſhould moſt faithfully have 
<« kept itz. but I was, indeed, under a 


* 
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« neceſſity of writing to him: he ſaved 


« me a ſecond time from ruin, and 1 
++ ſhould have been the moſt ungrateful 


« of human beings had I not returned | 
proper acknowledgments for ſo gene- 


“ rous a behaviour.” 

I, then, perceiving that my lady did 
not know to what I alluded, told her 
all that had paſſed between us. N 2 

When I had finiſhed my little narra- 
tive, ſeverity fled from her countenance, 
and a ſoft melancholy overſpread it. She 
ſighed, and ſaid, I now no longer 
« wonder at my ſon's late carriage.— 
« You are a good girl, Fanny—buttell 
eme, child, do you not believe that 
* this violent diſcretion which you af- 


e fect, raiſes * kill bus 4 in his S 


« eſteem ?? 


« I am ſorry your ladyſhip thinks 


4 that my diſcretion is affected. can | 


/ 


So « give 
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„ give up my lord for bis honour, and 

„ for your ſatisfaction, but I can never 

*« conſent to leſſen myſelf in his eyes.” 
My lady looked earneſtly at me, 


«© You are a very uncommon girl, 


* 1 —1 wiſh I could y * 
“ but 1 
Here ſhe pauſed then proceeded in 
the following manner If Sheffield had 
* not been ſuſpected of bad deſigns— 
„ deligns which my lord's jealouſy ſug- 
« geſted to bim—would you not have 
« married him?” 


„ my lady; on no account would 
I marry Mr. Sheffield.” 

« If that's the caſe, you may be 
aſſured that my fon will marry 


might, perhaps, be induced to change 
his ſtate, but while you continue at- 


tached to him alone, he will never 
« many. 


no woman but you, — Were you. 
once happily ſettled, child, he 


« 


C 


. 
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| < marry any other woman. By ſo doing 


C you — bis hopes, and deftroy 
« mine.” 
Lady Woodford pronounced the lat- 


ter part of the above ſpeech in ſuch | 


mournful accents, and looked fo totally 


diſtreſſed, that ſhe excited my compaſ- 
fon : ſhe alſo opened my eyes. with re- 


gard to a proceeding which I could not 


defend. I, therefore, reſolved — tho? 
1 knew that miſery would be my lot, and , 
in ſpite of my promiſe to my lord—to 
enter into the marriage ſtate under the 
direction of her ladyſhip, in order to re- 
ſtore her peace, aud the peace of his fa- 
mily. I thought, at the ſame time, that 
my reſolution would prove fatal to me; 
for what would life be without Lord 
Woodford !— However, I did not declare 
my determination to her ladyſhip-ſhe 
left me . dejected, and diſ- 
dern | 
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pleaſed. I was not much better ſatisfied 
myſelf; yet I believed that 1 had done 
my duty; and that belief ſerved to 
keep up my ſpirits. 

We returned to London. Sometimes 
I went to the public diverſions to pleaſe 
Mrs. Stevens, but in a very private 
manner, becauſe I did not chuſe, for 
many reaſons, to be much ſeen. 

A little while after our arrival in town, 
Kitty opened the door one morning, 
while I was ſitting at work in the par- 
lour, and Mr. Sey mount came in. 

Flying to me, with looks full of joy, 
he cried, How tranſported am I, my 
« charming Fanny, to find you at laſt? 
« May my meeting with you be as for- 
« tunate'as I wiſh it; I ſhall then be the 
<0 happieſt of men.” 

I was quite ſurpriſed at the eres 
Bight of Mr. Seymount, but I was not 


% 
— 


charmed 


— CWP — 


LADY WOODFORD. 143 


charmed with his appearance ; neither 
was I ſorry to ſee him, though I thought 


his addreſs was rather too familiar. 


had, before my acquaintance with Lord 
Woodford, looked upon Mr. Seymount 


as a very agreeable man: and tho' I was 
not actually in love with him, at that 
time, I am not ſure whether I ſhould not 
have felt ſtrong prepoſſeſſions in his fa- 
vour, if I had never known his lordſhip. 
I might have, probably, liked him better 
than any other man. But after I had 
been ſo long accuſtomed to Lord Wood- 
tord's delightful ſociety, it was impoſſi- 
ble for me to behold. Vm in the ſame 
light. Feeling myſelf in this ſituation, 
I drew back with a ſerious air, and re- 
plied, © I am aſtoniſhed, Sir, that you 
« have found ,, io 7. 
(I was alſo very much ſhocked, as I 


could not but rde that he had gained 


his 
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his information about me from my 
mother.) ” 
« Why,” ſaid he, I have, with no 
ſmall difficulty, procured this long 
& wiſhed-for interview. And to confeſs 
« the truth, I was greatly hurt to hear 
« Mrs. Wanley fay, that you had eloped 
&* from her with Lord Woodford, and 
« that you lived with him in a very im- 
% proper manner: ſhe added, I have 
« been informed that his lordſhip has 
« turned her off, and I am altogether at 
« a loſs to know what is become of her.” 
„This ſpeech,” continued Mr. Sey- 
mount, was delivered in a tone of 
« concern on your account, but her 
« concern ſeemed to be affected; if ſhe 
« had really loved her daughter, ſhe 
« would not, I imagine, have been ſo 
4 calm, and compoſed.—1 was, I own, 
« Miſs Wanley, exceedingly ſhocked at 
« the 


& 
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the account I received from your 
« mother; as I had, from my firſt ac-_ 
% quaintance with you, felt an inclina- 
« tion, a tender paſſion for you. I not 
« only admired you, 1 wiſhed to ſee you 
« happy, and could not help believing 
« that you deſerved to be ſo, notwith- 


„ ſtanding all Mrs. Wanley had ſaid : 


« ] was determined, therefore, to make 


« a farther enquiry.—l hurried to Lord 


« Woodford: I was juſt perſonally 
« known to him: but I choſe to aſk his 
.< domeſticks ſome previous queſtions. 
« By them I was informed that Lady 
« Woodford had taken you from her 
« ſon's houſe, and placed you with a | 
« particular friend of her own: they 
added, that it was imagined you 
e would ſoon be married to my lord, 
« with whom you had never lived ab a 
* miſtreſs. —The latter piece of intelli- 
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« gence was very ſatisfactory : it was 


what I had extremely wiſhed to hear: 


% but the former gave me great diſ- 
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you became acquainted with Lord 


quiet. However, a few more queſ- 
tions brought out the whole affair. 
Finding that Lady Woodford ſtrongly 
oppoſed your marriage with my 
Lord ; finding that you and my Lord 


neither ſaw each other, nor kept up 
any correſpondence, my hope revived, 


and I flattered myſelf, lovely Fanny, 
that you would no longer refuſe a 
man who had truly loved you before 


Woodford, and who had only been 
hindered from offering you his hand, 
at that time, by the ſtraitneſs of his 
circumſtances: he had not then a 
fortune worthy of your acceptance: f 
he has it now in his Power, by the 


death 
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« death of an uncle, who generouſly 
« left him two thouſand a year, to 
make a ſuitable proviſion for her who, 
« alone, can render his life happy.“ 
Here he ſtopped, and waited for my 
anſwer. — Quite overwhelmed by the 

generoſity, and affection which he had 
diſcovered. with a rapidity which aſ- 
toniſhed me, I could not articulate a 
reply — I wanted words, I wanted 
breath, to expreſs my feelings upon 
the very unexpected occaſion. 

He ſaw my embarraſſment.— Preſſing 
my hand affectionately, he cried, .I fear 
I have fluttered your ſpirits; my 
e deareſt Fanny; but take time I come 
* not to diſtreſs you, my love: I only 
e haſtened to do every a in uy 
power to make you happy.” - 


This was going too far. To call me 
my love, was almoſt to fay that every 
JETS: | + 3} __ thing 
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thing was ſettled between us: I was, 
therefore, very eager to correct ſo great 
a miſtake. . Hold,” Sir, ſaid I, you 
4 run on too precipitately. J am ex- 
A ceedingly obliged to you for your ge- 
* nerous offer, but you have a father 
„ Who will, undoubtedly, be full as 
« averſe to me oe a daughter as pl 
& Woodford i 1 | 
| No,“ replied he, briſkly. « My 
15 father, indeed, while 1 was dependent 
« on him, inſiſted upon my marrying a 
_ « woman of his own choice, but as I am 
« now. in a very different ſituation, he 
« will give himſelf no farther trouble 
about me: he will not care N 
«© my wife has a fortune or no.“ 
Perhaps you may be right,” ſaid I, 
gravely, but a good father and ſuch 
« a father, I ſuppoſe, Mr. Seymount to 
„ be—will be, rationally, chagrined at 
; 10 his 
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his ſon's marrying a woman without a 
« character have, it is true, preſerved. 
my virtue, but my reputation is ut- 
terly loſt, as I have been ſupported 
« by Lord Woodford, though he was 


cc 


(e 


cc 


too conſiderate to take an Improper 
advantage of me after I had thrown 
myſelf inadvertently into his power. 
—You are not yet acquainted with 
« half my ſtory, Mr. Seymount; give 


4 me leave to relate it, —I ſhall be 


« orieved, indeed, to mention my mo- 


c ther's bchaviour to me, but you are 
entitled to my. confidence, becauſe 
your carriage has been 0 "oY gen- 
« teet.” | 
He aſſured me, chat he ſhould fe to 
my ſtory with the greateſt ſatisfaction. 
He did liften to it with tolerable patience, 
but he changed colour ſeveral. times 
while I, neceſſarily, declared my eſteem, 
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and even my affection for Lord Wood- 


ford, and more than once, attempted to 
open his lips to interrupt me. When [ 
concluded with telling him, that Lady 
| Woodford had perſuaded me to marry 
ſome other man, and, that 1 had not re- 
turned her a deciſive anſwer, he cleared 


up again, and I ſaw * ſparkle in his 


eyes. 

When I ceaſed ſpeaking, he RY 
„All that you have ſaid, Miſs Oſgogd 
0 (for that name ſeems now to be more 
60 agreeable to you than Wanley) only 
« tends to render you more amiable 
than ever in my eyes. Your perſon 
« is more lovely, your mind is charm- 
e ingly improved ſince I firſt knew you. 
« —] cannot, therefore, relinquiſn my 
« firſt claim to your heart. Lord 
„ Woodford has, I ſee plainly, made a 
M _ impreſſion __ it, but as Lady 
« Wood- 
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« Woodford will, moſt certainly, con- 
« tinue to oppoſe your marriage with her 
* ſon, you cannot expect to be united 
« to him; and you will act a kind 
„ part with regard to his lordſhip, by 
« oiving him up.” 

„ That is as he happens to think,” 
replied I; © every thing am I ready to 
« do for Lord Woodford's honour, bur 
« 1 cannot make him wretched.” _ 

For ſome time our | converſation was 
carried on in this diſputing ſtrain. Sey- 
mount, at laſt, obſerving that what he 
| advanced to bring me over to his own 
way of thinking, made me unhappy, 
entered upon a new ſubject, and ſtrove 
to make his company agreeable: he 
really was a very pleaſing companion. 
A other things, he told me, that 
he never mould have gone off in ſo 
range a manner, had not his father, 


H 4 haying 
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having found him out, contrived to de- 
coy him on board a ſhip, in which he 
was cloſely confined till he ſailed for 
Italy.—“ From Italy,” continued he, 
« I wrote ſeveral letters to you, but I 
« ſuppoſe, as you had changed your 


name, and place of abode, you.ne- 
« ver received them.” 


On my aſſuring him, that 1 had not 
received a line from him after his abrupt 
departure, he thus proceeded: 

« On the death of my uncle, who had 
made me his heir, I returned to Eng- 
* land, as ſoon as poſſible. Iomedi- 
« ately upon my arrival, I took o 
4 ſmall pains to diſcover where ou re- 
ſided; and I till hope that my future 
life will be ſpent in promoting your 
felicity.“ 

lonly replied with.; a bow. : He 8 
kiſſed my hand, and took his leave, 


ſaying 4 
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faying that he believed he had tired me; 
adding, that f ſhould make him very 
happy by permitting him to wait on me 
the day following. | 

I neither aſſented to his coming the 
next day, nor oppoſed it. I was really 
not prepared for ſuch an attack. ' Sey- 
mount, though handſome, and agreeable, 
had an eaſy aſſurance in his manner, and 
proceeded always with ſo much rapidity, 
that you had no time to put | yourſelf | 
upon your guard: he did almoſt what he 
pleaſed with you, | 

When he was gone, J had leiſure to 
reflect upon the converſation which had 
paſſed between us.—I ſtill loved Lord 
Woodford to exceſs, yet I conſidered 
that I ſhould diſcover my affection for 
him in the beſt, way, by diſpoſing of 
myſelf agreeably to Lady :Wo.dford's 
wiſhes, But then again, I conſidered _ 

| DE "Sv "Ie he- 
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whether there was a neceſſity for me to 
make myſelf wretched during the re- 
mainder of my life to oblige ber lady- 
ſhip? Whether my refuſing to marry 
Lord Woodford would not be ſufficient? 
« Beſides, can I, till preferring my 
„Lord to his whole ſex, with any de- 
„ gree of propriety, promiſe to love 
« and obey another man? Impoſſible— 
« And muſt we both be rendered miſer- 
« able for life, becauſe one of us has 


« perſifted to indulge a paſſion, the gra- 


< tification of which is prohibited by 


ec diſcretion ?—Why, after all, can I 
« not love Seymount? He is young, 
he is handſome, his manners are very 
winning, and he has given very ſtrong 
« proofs of his affection for me, of his 
«6 conſtancy. — How affectionate, how 
" conftant has Lord Woodford been ! 
„But I ſhall, unqueſtionably, injure 
Fa | « him, 


40 
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„ him, hy conſenting to be his Wife, 
% Now, according to Seymount's decla- 
« ration, I ſhall be, in no ſhape, dif- 
% agreeable to his family. As to the 
« fortune and the rank of the two gen- 
« tlemen, I trouble not myſelf about 
e them: I know I could be happier 
« with Lord Woodford were he a pri- 
« vate man, and maſter only of a cot- 
tage, than with Sey mount, Rall he a a 
« ducal coronet and a palace.” 
In few words, I wavered fo long be- 
tween love and diſcretion, that J be- 
came almoſt incapable of thinking at all, 
and therefore endeavoured: to baniſh | 
both my lovers from my mind, till 1 
could bring myſelf to reaſon more clearly 
about them. — Vain were all my - 
deavours of that kind. 8 

| Seymount kept his appointment. A. 
a a number of fine ſpeeches, he told 
| H 6 me 
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me * he had mentioned me £0 his fa» 
ther in the manner I deſerved, tho' he 
had not been able to do juſtice to my 
merit; adding, t hat his father appro- 
ved of his Choice. 2 


1 ſighed at this information a 4% ham 
«« afraid,” laid. 1, ©< chat you en 
«* ſome part af my ſtory.“ 1 
* Not a ſyllable,“ replied 1 $,] 


” * 


«, relaggd every ci cumſtance which you 
« communicated to me, and my father 
« thinks with me, that a lady who has 
conducted herſelf ſo prudently in ſo 
« many trying ſituations mult, neceſ- 
* arily, make an exemplary wife, Let 
| 155 , therefore, my charming Miſs 
::© :Ofgood, hope that you will ſoon bleſs 
me with your hand” — leizing it with 
ardour. E | ; 
This was, too muc -A en it dich 
- inſtantly : I found nyſelf exceedingly 
5 fluttered. 
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fluttered. Jo put an end to a conver- 
fation which became too embarraſſing; 
I replied, with a ſerious countenance, 
I cannot, indeed I cannot do as you 
« would have me, Mr. Seymount ; 
« tho' I never intend to marry Lord 
« Woodford, I cannot give my hand 
« to any other man—l am bound by 2 
e ſolemn promiſe, and will, on no ac- 
« count whatever tafringe it, 

« Well but, when he is certain that 
« you are determined never to marry 
* him, how cruelly will he act by inſiſt- 
« ing upon your keeping ſo haſty 2 pro- 
« miſe, made, no doubt, before you 


« had reflected upon the exceſſive abs 
« ſurdity of it! 


I returned no reply: a e ait 
N reflecxions crowded into my 


mind reflections which I had e 
red to drive from it. 1 i957 4 


5 5 Sopot 
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-  Seymount, perceiving my embarraff- 
ment, gave a turn to the converſation, 
He exerted himſelf, indeed, with ſo 
much alacrity to entertain me, that his 


lively efforts prevented me from dwel- 


ling upon occcurences, which I could not 
remember without painful ſenſations: and 


he diſplayed ſo many various talents, 


that the Time ſlipped away impercepti- 
bly. —He departed at a late hour, and 
left me in ſo confuſed a ſtate, that I 
could not fit down to reaſon calmly 
about any thing. I only recollect that I 
paſſed a ſleepleſs Night. 

The next morning I roſe more attach- 
ed to Lord Woodford than ever, not- 
withſtanding what Sey mount had ſaid 
and done to recommend himſelf to me. 
— The day was ſpent pretty nearly as 
the foregoing one had been. The only 
pleaſure I received while the hours heav- 


uy ſucceeded each other, was from the 1 
abſence 
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abſence of Sey mount: he began to grow 
troubleſome.— F inding that I could not, 
poſſibly, bring myſelf to accept of his 
generous offer, I reſolved to tell him 
plainly ſo the next time I ſaw him, and 
ſo put a ſtop, entirely, to his dangling 
after nue. . 
As ſoon as I had made this reſolution, 
I wiſhed to ſee him, that I might give 
him a decifive anſwer ; I had not wiſhed 
to ſee him til} that moment ſince the 
renewal of our acquaintance, I wanted 
to ſee him once more, and no more. 

As the day advanced I grew reſtleſs, 
and my anxiety, tho* nothing had hap- - 
pened to make me particularly uneaſy, 
was doubled towards the evening. I 
went to bed without any inclination to 
ſleep. However between four and five 
o clock, 1 fell into a doſe : I was ſoon 
waked from it by Mrs. Stevens, wha 
told me that Lord Woodford's gentle- 


man 
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man was below, and earneſtly deſired 
to ſee me. 

I ſtarted up, and rubbed my eyes— I 
could hardly tell whether I heard right 
or not could not, any way, account 


for Lord Woodford's ſervant coming to 


me in the night upon buſineſs of ſuch im- 


portance as to require my being waked. 
I feared that he had been taken ill 
ſuddenly, and therefore, haſtily, cried, 
while 1 was hurrying on my cloaths, 
« How is my Lord! Where is he?“ 
« Mr. Cowley will deliver his meflage 
« to nobody but yourſelf, madam,” ſaid 


Kitty; - „ and he —_ you would make 


« haſte.” | 

This anſwer alarmed me” ſtill more. 
I ran down ſtairs with my cloaths half 
on and half off _ 

As ſoon as. I came into the parlour, 
Mr. Cowley begged my pardon for ha- 


ving frightened me. Iam very unea- 


3 
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&« ſy madam,” ſaid he, becauſe Jam 
& afraid my Lord is bent upon an ac- 
tion which may turn out fatal to him, 
te and if he is I don't know who can ſave 
« him from it but you, Madam; your 
_ « perſuaſions will have weightwith him, 
« for I am pretty ſure that you are the 
e cauſe of the quarrel.” | | 
« Quarrel ?” ſaid I, trembling—- 
what? who ?— carry. me to him, Sir, 


1 —if my life can ſave his itſhall be free- 
« ly ſacrificed. ” 


2 have a coach at the door N 

; replied he, and if you pleaſe 1 will 
wait on you to his lordſhip.” _— 
Mrs. Stevens who. was vals ar this 
ſhort, but very intereſting converſation, 
having riſen'when I was called, ſeeing me 
look exceedingly terrified, propoſed to 


| accompany me; and I gladly, for many 
* a accepted of her kind offer. 


While 


Cc 
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While we were going to my lords, Mr. 
Cowley told us, that a young gentleman, | 
of the name of Seymount, had been twice 
with Lord Woodford the preceding day, 
and that a note which his lordſhip re- 
ceived from him on the evening of that 
day had determined him to ſend for his 
lawyer immediately.—*<** My lord,” con- 
tinued he, © ordered himſelf to be called 
« at four o clock in the morning—Be- 
fore he went to bed he wrote a letter, 
and directed it to be ſent to you if he 
« neither returned, nor difparched a 
* meſſage by ten o' clock. By theſe 
< proceedings, all ina hurry, I was ve- 
% ry much alarmed, and ventured to 
prevail on his lordſhip, as he had ho- 
c noured me with his confidence upon 
& many occaſions, not to meet his ad- 
<6 verſary, but to no purpoſe; on the 
4 contrary, my lord finding me refrac- 
a ton, 
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« tory, threatened: to diſcharge me if 1 
« would not be filent. As I could not 
ee therefore perfuade my lord to liſten to 
« me, I ſtole out, called a coach, and 


* hurried to fetch you, Madam, hoping 
<« that, by the influence you have over 


« my lord, you might make him willing 
« to compromiſe the affair between him 
« and Mr. e n * 
cc ing. 92 

This intelligence, you may imagine, 
was ſufficient to diſtract | me; 43 became. | 
indeed, almoſt frantic. 8 

On our arival at my lord's houſe we 
were told, that he had been Sous mn 


above half an hour. 


Wild with grief, I fooliſhly on 
ted to throw myſelf out of the coach to 
run after him; but Cowley and Mrs. 
Stevens. ſtopped me; informing me 
that 1 ſhould get to the place I wanted 
to 
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to be at much ſooner in a carriage than 


on foot. — I did but faintly hear what 
they ſaid. I permitted Cowley, how- 
ever, to order the coach to Hyde-Park, 
and to bid the fellow drive as faſt as poſ- 
ſible.— All the way he went I cried out, 
with my hands claſped, O! my God! 

« —ſave him !—fave him !—we mall 


0 1 75 too late — He will be murdered be- 


« fore we can come to his aſſiſtance.” 
At laſt the coach approached the ſpot 


to which Cowley had ordered it. 


Putting out my head, 1 ſcreamed. 
At a little diſtance we perceived two 


men. Cowley bade the coachman ſtop. 


I jumped out] cannot tell how] ſaw 


my lord, my dear lord and Seymount 
thruſting at each other. 


I ran—l1 flew between their ſwords. 
My lord called out, loudly, « Hold, 


« Wan tis F anny — He then, 


throwing 


7 


5 
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throwing away his ſword, caught me in 
his arms — My dear dear girl,” ſaid he. 
I heard no more — Terror, Love, Joy. 
—a thouſand mixed emotions deprived 
me of my ſenſes. | 


did not recover my intellects till 1 


Vas in the coach: I then found myſelf 


ſupported by Lord Woodford, who cal- 
led upon me in the tendereſt accents. 

I raiſed my languid head, charmed 
with the ſound of his melodious voice, 


and aſked him but with much diffculty 


—4 if he was hurt.“ 

„ Not at all, 08: Banny,” replied 
he. | 

*tDo not ſay 6 not * 10 "YA 


perceiving Blood upon his ruffles. 


« Do not deceive nene woun- 
ded indeed you are.” ef 

«© Tis but a ſcratch,” ſaid he; you 
M have ſaved my honour, and my life : 
2 


mak ing any reſiſtance. 
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e and I will ſpend the remainder of 
< the life you have preſerved in perpe- 
« tual endeavours to make you happy.” 


I matle no anſwer : 1 only ſighed : I 
was too much affected to talk at that 
time—My head had reſted on my lord's 


boſom, but when I came ſufficiently to 


myſelf to be ſenfible of my ſituation, I 


attempted toraiſe it : I found, however, 
that I was too weak, ſo a had 1 
_=_ agitated. l 


My lord, having watehed me with the 


tendereſt attention, threw his arm round 


my neck to place my head where it was 
before, and I was totally eee of 


1 


In this fituation we reached Lady 


. Woodford's houſe, mho-was, witk La⸗ 


dy Anne in the hall, extremely inquiſi- 
tive about her ſon, having heard that he 


2 


had been challenged; and the confuſed = 


report had prodigiouſly alarmed her. 

My lord lifted me out of the coach, 
and led me into the parlour. His mo- 
ther and ſiſter hung about bim, and 
aſked a hundred queſtions, aſtoniſhed no 
doubt at the ſight of me. EG: 

« Fanny, madam,” replied. my 3 
to his mother, * has ſaved my life: and 


ei the remainder of my days ſhall be 


« ſpent with her, never will we be ſepa- 
“rated again.“ 

This ſpeech l heard, but very faintly 
heard, while I fat upon the ſopha on 
which my lord had placed me, ſo little 
was I recovered from my fright, 


Lady Woodford, throwing her arms 


round her ſon's neck, cried, My It ſhall 
* fo—My j joy on ſeeing you ſafe, 
„will make me conſent to any thing : 
« if F, anny has really preſerved your 

life 
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« life, may you be happy to gaber r Bit 


< tell me how all this happengd ?“ 

« Excuſe me, my dear madam,” re- 
plied my lord, at preſent, but accept 
« of my ſincere thanks for your appro- 
** bation—I cannot taſte any joy till this 
* amiable girl is recovered from the dil- 
„ order which her affection for me occa- 
« ſioned.“ | 

Then, ſnatching me to his boſom, he 
cried, “ Fanny, my life, my all, be 
« comforted; I am in no danger now, 
« and my mother approves my choice. 
« —Jook up, and tell me that you 
« alſo approve it, and that it is in my 
e power to make you happy.” 

1 felt the tender preſſure to his gene- 


rous breaſt; but was, for ſome time 
inſenſible to all that he, Lady Wood- 
ford, and Lady Anne, could do to- 

wards 
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wards my recovery.—lI opened my eyes 
—I heard all the conſoling ſpeeches 
which were addreſſed to me, but I could 
not utter a ſyllable. I looked ſteadily 
at my Lord, who ſat by me, holding 
my hand and gazing on me with inex- 
preſſible tenderneſs. I heard him ſay to 
Lady Woodford, and to Lady Anne, 
in melancholy accents, © I fear ſhe is 
“ too deeply affected. —Poor girl! what 
« has ſhe ſuffered for me? can lever re- 


pay her, ſhould ſhe recover ?” added 
he, witha heart breaking figh—The la- 


dies endeavoured to give him' hopes of 
my being better ſoon, but he did. not 
ſeem to believe them: ſaying to himſelf 
ſoftly I am afraid I have been too 
* precipitate— ſne has ee eee 
« hurried,” IS 
Lady Woodford and Mrs. Sb 
then withdrew. My lord ſaid to Lady 


Vol. II. Anne, 


we 


ance 3 doubly charmed to behold the 
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Anne, Do pray, ſiſter, call for a 
Aittle wine and water.“ 

While ſhe was gone to order it, my 
ord apain ſtrained me to his boſom with 
an ardor equally ariſing, Ithought, from 
affection and from grief. By that pro- 
cedure my wiſhes to relieve him were 


Iincreaſed—I made a ſtrong effort to 


ſpeak: I-opened my lips but my words 
died away upon them.—I could only 


| preſs his hand. 


The ſervant appearing at hit inſtant 
at the door, Lady Anne took che glaſs 
from him, and bringing it to me, her- 


ſelf, * whiſpered ſomething to perſuade 
me to drink, but in an endearing voice, 


which excited new ſenſations.—On a 
cloſer view of that lovely perſon, whom 
I] had once beheld with ſo much jealouſy, 
1 was charmed with her beautiful appear- 


LADY WOODFORD. wa 


ſiſter of the man towhom 1 was, withthe 


conſent of his family, going to de united 
—to. behold her fo ſweetly condeſcend- 


ing; fo kindly officious about me 


was in ſuch a violent agitation upon the 


occaſion that I burſt into tears the tears 
of joy — the tears of gratitude. By them 


I was immediately relieved. I then 


attempted to malce Lady Anne ſome ack- 
nowledgment for her, min 
to Me. | 

«© You will have time enough, my 
« deareſt girl,” ſaid my lord, «to thank 
„Lady Anne, hereafter ; at preſent, 
« conſider me a little: and chink how 
impatiently Iiſh tot hear you confeſs 
<«< what. yo have :bicherty. concealed 
from me 3 teſtrained, I hope, Fra: 
„thing hut diſcretion- e | 

What would you have, me .confeſ | 


« * my Lord.?“ anſwered I, in, afl. 
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ing voice, and with a look which expreſ- 


ſed all that my tender heart felt for him. 
e Your love for me, F anny,” replied 
he, eagerly. | | 


« Have not. Tathouſand times made 
, that confeſſion with my eyes ?? 
gps You have, you have,” cried he, 


.cloſely embracing me—Then, taking 
Lady Anne, who was going to leave 
us, by the hand, Let me” continued 


he, © unite two liſters, who will be as 
« nearly related to each other in their 


46 perſons, when I am rendered [4 the 


« happieſt of men, as they n their 
„ tempers.“ | 

Lady Woodford, and Mrs. Stevens 
now returned to us. My lord left me, 
for a moment, to acquaint his mother 
with the ſatisfaction ſhe hadafforded him 
by conſenting to his Marriage. Penetra- 
222 by her condeſcenſion, I would have 
tel 1 Paid 


# 
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paid my thanks to her in the humbleſt 
manner : but both ſhe and my lord * 
vented me. | 8 
Sit down, 8 ſaid my lady, 
placing herſelf on the other ſide of 
me, and compoſe yourſelf while my 
« ſon tells us how he came to quarrel 
with Mr. Seymount. u 8 
Heing informed, yeſterday mor- 
ning, * ſaid his lordſhip, . that a gen- 
e tleman, called Sey mount, deſired 
« to ſpeak with me, I recollected the 
« name immediately.— I had, 0 
00 know, Fanny, ſuffered no ſmall un- 
«.ealineſs at one time on his account I, 
40 therefore, gave orders for his ad miſſion. 
« He accoſted-me with great politeneſs, 
e and told me, that he found I hadpreten? 
« ſhions to a lady with whom he was 
extremely enamoured. I have been 
aſſutedi by the lady herſelf, codti- 
nued he, that ſhe never intended to 
Iz "a 
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4 marry your lordſhip, but that ſhe has, 
«©. unfortunately, promiſed you never to 
_ « marry any other man: My bufineſs then 
« my lord, is tointreatyou to releaſe Miſs 
<« Ofgood from her promiſe; you will act 
4 cruelly by confining her toa ſingle life, 
« merely becauſe ſhe declined an alli- 
« ance with you from the moſt generous: 
„ motives.” —*< This addreſs to me was 
« handſomely delivered, but had it 
been delivered with the voice of an 
angel it would not have been ſuffici- 
ently perſuaſive to make me give up 
6 my Fanny.“ Iwill never give her 
< up, Sir,” replied I, but with my 
« life r eſpecially as I have ſtrong rea- 
„ fons to believe that every thing will 
be in ume feteled io our mutual fatif- 
» faction.— He appeared to be not at 
<< all pleaſed with my anſwer, and faid 
«© * about the impropriety of my 

OL | 1 
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« marrying Miſs Oſgood, that I began 
<« to think he grew exceedingly trou- 
« bleſome—1I could not help. letting him 
« know that 1 found him very imperti- 
nent. He left me abruptly. In the 
« evening J received an inſulting letter 
«+. from. him, in which he appointed a 
meeting in Hyde- Park. —I was ex- 
« tremely un willing to draw my ſword, 
upon ſuch an occaſion; but, had I re- 
« fuled compliance with Mr. Sey 
« rmeunt's challenge, I ſhould have been 

« more expoſed, and in a more morti- 
« fying manner, to his inſolence, "I 
therefore, made proper arrangements 
* before I ſet out upon my exper 
4 dition.—1 left a letter for you, 

« Miſs Oſgood, and then proceeded to 
the place nominated: for our hoſtile 
interview. I had, previouſly, deter- 
* mined, however, to ſay all in my. 

2114 * power 


« from the point of his weapon: 1 on- 
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power to deter my antagoniſt from gi- 
ving a looſe to a reſentment which 
he had abſurdly encouraged, as he 
could not, rationally, have any thing 
to do with the engagements of a lady 
with whom he had no connection; as 
he could not, with any propriety, 
diſpute her prepoſſeſſion in favour of 
another man. But, when I met my 
gentleman, he was in too a great a 
hurry to liſten to reaſon ; to hear me 


ſpeak, indeed He drew his ſword 


« 


before I was ready to defend myſelf; 

for I reſolved not to proceed to action 
without compulſion. —He ruſhed up- 
on me with ſuch fury, that I had not 
time toſave myſelf, withall my addreſs, 


ly received, however, a ſlight ſcratch 


upon my \ wriſt, but I, probably, 
25 Mould: have * the ſword though 


15 my 
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0 my body, at the next thruſt, if Fanny 
had not arrived, moſt Teaſonably, to 
„ my relief; mean, to put an end to 
.«« a very diſagreeable affair which might 
have been attended with conſeiquen- 
« ces-fatalito.Seymovunt or to me; and, 
„ perhaps to both.—Yet,- welcome /as 
% my Fanny's arrival was to me, I was 
„ inexpreſfibly terrified when I ſaw her 
running between our ſwords : and 
Jittle leſs was my anxiety on her ac- 
« count, when I ſaw her fainting in 
« my arms. — Sey mount, alſo, appeared 
« to be efſtremely ſhocked at her ſitua- 
« tion, and faid, with a voice expreſliye 
« of the deepeſt diſcontent, * 1 per- 
1 ceive, my lord, that you are the hap- 
« py man, and that werel to be maſter 
« of the field, I ſhould i never be able to 
« win the lady,” Mrs. Stevens, after 
2 having, aſſiſted me—Scymount, alſo, 
= es. 
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joined hrs affiſtance, and endeavour 
* to recover my deareſt girl Finding 
that ſne was in a ſtrong Ft, ſhe propo- 
„ ſed to have her lifted into the eoach, 
which might carry us all, the ſaid, to 
% jeu, madam” turaing to Lady 
Woodford if I pleaſed, as you had 
% certainly: heard of the intended due), 
% and muſt have been, conſequently, 
« very much alarmed about me. Ireadi- 
ly aſſented to ſo reafonable a propaſal, 
4 as I reſolved never to be again ſepara- 
* ted from my Fanny. Seymount help- 
<i:ed us to place her in the łoach, but 
u excufed himfelf from attending us, 
'« tho? he aſked my permiſſion to call 
«. and enquire after Mifs  Oſgood's 
« health, a piece of civility to which I 
« could not well return a forbidding an- 
« ſwer. This madam,” bowing | to his 


mother « is the real biſtory of my expe- 
T wy dition 


LADY WOODFORD: 59. 
« dition to Hyde - Park · this morning ; 
« and as it has produced your approba- 
44 tion with regard ta the woman of my 
se heart; as I ſee my deareſt girl recove- 
red from her fright on wy account, I 
« ſhall-ever rememberit withautregtet. 
Lady Woadford, after having liſtened, 

with the ſtricteſt attention to the above 
intereſting narrative, declared herſelf vo- 
ry well ſatisfied wich the concluſion of 
it. Rejoiced - to ſee ber ſon again un- 
hurt; ſhe was alſo very much pleaſed to- 
find that he had net wounded his adver- 
fary. From the natpral henovyelence gf: 
ber diſpoſition, ſhe would have been 
conſiderably pained if any of her family 
had occafigned: diſtreſsful / ſituations in 
any other. 

As to myſelf, whe had 1 
ſon in the world te exult at the happineſs 
around me, to which I had been fortu- 

8 nately 


+, 
N 
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nately, inſtrumental, as well as at 
my own. particular felicity, I fart, 
filently contented, and abſolutely incapa- 


ble of articulating my feelings. —I could 


only utter monoſyllables—now and then 
a Tes; now and then'a No. 

As ſoon as I recovered from the deli- 
rium of joy into which 1 had been 


thrown by the above mentioned proceed- 
ings” in my favour, I endeavoured to 
expreſs the gratitude of my heart in the 
'ftrongeſt terms: but my lord ſtopped 


me, in the tendereſt manner imaginable; 


and indeed, while I liſtened with greedy 
ears, to the many flattering things he 
ſaid to me, I was not in the leaſt deſi- 
Tous of interrupting him! gave myſelf 


up to the enjoyment of the moſt delici- 
ous ſenſations I had ever felt. Often 


did my lord exclaim, while he fat by 
me, Fanny, my deareſt girl, you ſayß 


nothing 
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nothing Are you not recovered? will 
your ſpirits never return ? I. could only 
reply to ſuch fond queſtions by tender glan- 
ces, by affectionate preſsures of his hand. 
—[ appeared, indeed, ſo deeply affected 

by the change in my ſituation, that Lady 

Woodford, more than once, told her ſon, 

upon his earneſtly deſiring to know-how 
I did, not to hurry me: adding that 
nothing but. time e reſtore my for- 
mer tranquilitiyxy,.＋. 
For ſome 3 * joy was fo exceſ- 
Pre: that I hardly eat or Nlept; and dif- 
agreeable conſequences were apprehen- 
ded by all the family, from the very 
event which had ſo long and ſo earneſt- 
ly been wiſhed for, by Lord Woodford, 


and, I will honeſtly own, by myſelf.— 


However my lord would hurry the pre- 
parations for the ceremony which was to 
unite us for ever, and even chid me, ſe- 
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veral times, for not appearing in as much 
dafte ;.telling me that I had never loved 
ſo truly as he did, and that there was an 
impatience diſcoverable in the maſt deli- 
cate woman upon a fimilar occaſion, to 
which I ſeemed to he an utter ſtranger. 
J fometimes' laughed off his gentle re- 
' proaches; ſometimes, indeed they were 
+ warm that they brought tears into my 
yes 1 whenever he ſaw them he wiped: 
them away with apologies, which failed 
not to make me fincerely forgive him 
Jor every diſquieting emotion which he, 
-quiteunintentionally,. I am ſure, decaſi-· 
\aned: „„ e 3 
Seymaunt, made us à vifit, one day, 
after our meeting in Hyde- Park; he be- 
haved with great polſteneſs: a reſpectſul 
tendlerneſs ſeemed: to have ſuuceeded the 
violynt paſſion which he had profeſſtd far 
me. He aſked my parden ; he afked 


225 my 
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my lord's pardon, and ſolicited his 
friendſhip.— I do not abſolutely de- 
ſpait of yours, madam, added he, 
(turning 10 "_—_ FR "ua . 3 * 
probarion.“ : 
I made . thoſe words; ber 
3 declared that as he was cem 
-pletely happy himſelf, he had it not in 
his power t refuſe his fritodſhip to the 
man whohaqd, the vndeſignedly, been in- 
ſtrumental to his felicity ; and that hp 


therefore deſired the continuance of. his 


acquaintance. 5 . e e Le 1220 


Lady Anne id. 1650 
be entirely of ber brother a opinion, and 
to be alſo, exceedingl pleaſed with 
Seymaunt's company, who. treated her 


with a polite deference highly inſinva, 


ting. Lady Woadford, ios, did:nat- 


look as if (he was diſſatisſied with her 


W A viſhle Partiality in bis favoun 
1 n. 
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Seymount was genteel, well“ bred, 
ſenſible, and agreeable; and as Mr. Sey- 
mount, his father, was poſſeſt)of a very 
large eſtate, he might, without a ny im- 
propriety, with his independent fortune, 
and his expectations, aſpire to an alliance 
with Lady Anne, who was a very àmia- 
ble creature: her perſonal charms were at- 
tractive: She had an exceeding good un- 
derftanding 3 ; and ſhe had many ſhi- 
ning accompliſhments : her good na- 
ture; ſuper-added to her other attrac- 
tions, rendered her compleatly alluring. 

© Lady Anne exerted herſelf to con- 
vince me that ſhe ſincerely approved of 
me for a fiſter : it was her whole ſtudy to 
make herſelf agreeable to me: to make 
every thing, indeed, about me, appear 
in an agreeable light. | 

At my lord's particular defire; 1 re- 

adit: at Lady Woodford's from the 
e day 
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day I was brought to her houſe from 
Hyde Park. As ſoon as I began to re- 
cover my health and ſpirits, I was intro- 
duced to all my lady's company in the, 
character of her ſon's ward; I was, ther 8 
fore, treated, in every reſpect, as a 
young perſon of equal rank with thoſe, 
who protected me. Lady Woodford, 
furniſhed every thing fit for my appea- 
rance in her family z but my dreſs. took 
up the leaſt part of my attention was 
more ſolicitous to acquire manners ſuita- 
ble to the ſtation to which Iwas going to 
be raiſed: animated by ſuch aſolicitude, 
I. naturally, applied to Lord Woodford 
for his friendly advice; being very, well 
aſſured that, by following his inſtructions, 
I ſhould become more and more quali- 
fied to appear to advantage as his wife: 
free from many little auk wardneſſes 
which: W laughter, if not contempt 


. | among 
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among people of faſhion. When 1 
acquainted him with my wiſhes of this 
kind, his charming countenance was 
brightened with a bewitching ſmile, and 
Be replied, leading me to the glaſs— 
4 Of all women in the world, Fanny, 
« you need not be apprehenſive of ap- 
4 pearing in an aukward light any 
© where. —LI wiſh not to have you more 
4 Poliſhed than you are in any reſpect, 
4 [eſt you ſhould loſe that enchanting 
« ſimplicity which I adore, whieh I ne- 
ver yet ſaw, in ſo amiable a Ses. 
*in any of your ſex,” 3: 
Pardon me, my dear friend, for 16 
| peating thoſe encomiums ;—when you 
recollect that they were laviſhed on me 
by Lord Woodford, you will not think. 
that l can repeat them. too often. 
Determined to make my lords plea - 
_ the chief 0 object of my attention, L 


continued: 
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continued to avail myſelf of all thoſe lit- 


tle ways which had proved ſo winning 
to him, in private; but when | mixed 


in the great world, I endeavoured to copy 


the behaviour of Lady Woodford, and 
Lady Anne with minuteneſs; conſidering 
them as ſtandards for taſte and polite-: 
nefs; yet without affecting to imitate 
their manners and high breeding, that I 
might not be thought eager to aſſume 
the airy of a woman of quality. In 4 
Mort time I found myſelf quite eaſy in 
my new ſphere of life : grandeur be- 
came familiar to me; F was only afraid 
that-F ſhould not be able to keep the 


affections of the man whom 1- adored. 


—Not that. J ſuſpected my lord's he- 


your; nat that I doubted his canſtaney 3 


but as he had taken a ſudden fancy to me; 


Lcould not help being apprehenſive thar 
he might feel as ſudden an inclination 
Fo for 
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for another Woman I was not perfectly 
eaſy, neither, with regard to Miſs 
Bromfield, whom I really pitied How 
could I forbear pitying the woman 
whom Lord Woodford had rejected ! 
—Yet I feared: ſhe might, one day, 
make repriſals on me. I had heard of 
many men who, after having refuſed 
vomen, in a manner forced upon them, 
had been ſenſible of their error, and 


found them exceedingly pleaſing. The 
dread of ſuch a change in my lord, in 


the man on whom I doated, tended to 
keep me humble, and prompted me to 
venture to aſæ him how Miſs Bromfield 
did, and whether he had really beheld 
her with eyes of indifferencgcdge. 
He, frankly, replied, that ſne never 
had appeared to him the fort of woman 
whom he could love: adding, that on 
his believing my affections to be fixed 
39! upon 
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upon Mr. Sheffield, he had endeavoured 
to repair the loſs he had ſuſtained by a 
ne w atttachment, but that an hours con- 
verſation with Miſs Bromfield had con- 
vinced him he could not have any con- 
nections with herc-He concluded with 
ſaying, that he was extremely glad he 
had not given her any: reaſon. to Wes 
he particularly liked her. 1 
Thus you ſee, my dear friend, my 
lord's conduct was perfectly regular and 
; conſiſtent, honourable and juſt, How- 
ever, the more ſatisfied I was with bim, 
the more diffatisfied was I with myſelf; 
becauſe I thought I was not , worthy of 
the ſplendor and felicity which 1 was 
going to enjoy with him, —l could .not 
help wiſhing, ſometimes, that my. birth 
had been more ſuitable to his, leſt he 
ſhould, in a moment of diſcontent, re 
1 proach 
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proach himſelf for what he had done for 
me. Theſe reflections naturally brought 
my mother to my mind. I ſighed to 
think that ſhe had not been capable 
of feeling for me what parents 
not diveſted of humanity generally 
feel for their children. Never did 1 
obſerve the affectionate behaviour of La- 
dy Woodford to Lady Anne, without re- 
collecting the firſt longings of my in- 
fancy when J yearned for that maternal 
tendernefs which Thad never experienced. 
Yet I was reſolved, unkindly as 1 had 


beta treated by my mother, to endea- 
vour to make her life quite comfortable, 


if poſſible, a as ſoon as I had it in my 
power. 

Tord Woodford, vin Api 

me, one day, in a very ferious humour, 

and rather with a 3 apear 
155 ance, 
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ance, occaſioned by the recollection of 
what paſſed, relating to myſelf, during 
my infant years, inſiſted upon my tel - 
ling him the cauſe of my dejection, and 
when I informed him of i it, he ' intreated 
me to be quite contented, as every thing 
ſnould be done to make my mother ſa- 
_ tisfied with me; adding, that Iſhould not, 
by being bit wife, be prevknted from 
paying the duty of a daughter, tho*'my 
mother had not merited ſo n atten- 
tion from me. 8 
_<.. Indeed, my lord; — L. am 
« greatly indehted to her, notwithſtand- 
ing the treatment I have received 
from her, for having educated me in 
« a manner which has rendered me wor- 
thy of your lordſhip's notice. 
_ My lord deelared himſelf enchanted 
with _ CAR, unt 
e 
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he would not own my mother had done 
any thing towards forming my charac- 
ter: imputing all the merit on which he 
Sers ringed 05 to my innate good- 
neſs of heart. 
The day, at laſt arrived, deſtined for 
the completion of my happineſs. My 
lord, generouſly, ſettled athouſand a year 
on me, and allowed me the three hundred, 
already mentioned, for Pin money: he 
alſo preſented a thouſand pounds to me 
for cloaths, and a moſt brilliant ſet of 
jewels. For all theſe proofs of his libe- 
rality, I returned him my ſincereſt 
thanks: the preſents were valuable in 
themſelves, but the hand of the giver 
made them doubly ſo in my eyes. 
Ideſired Mrs. Stevens to let me have 
Kitty to wait on me, as my lord and I, 
both, eſteemed her for her attachment to 
me ; and her miſtreſs chearfully parted 
with 
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with her. Kitty, the faithful Kitty 
(now Mrs. Maxwell, with whom you are 
well acquainted) was drefling my hair 
early when my lord came to go with us 


to church, as he had always ſlept at his 
own houſe. 


Very ſoon afterwards one of the ſcr- 
vants appeared, and ſaid to me, © Some- 
6 body wants to o ſpeak with be ma- 
dam.“ 

« Well,” replied Kitty, N imme - 
diately ſaw the impropriety of admitting 
a viſitor on the very morning of my 
wedding day, * and did not you tel the 
perſon that Miſs Oſgood. was enga- 
ged and could not be ſeen?” 

461. replied he, <« but ſhe fays 
that ſhe has buſineſs of the utmoit conſe- 
© quence, and will not leave the houſe.” ?“ 
I unexpected importunity, at 
ſuch a time, alarmed me exceedingly. 


Vor II. K I feared 
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1 feared that ſome cruel accident had 


| happened to deſtroy my happineſs : I 


trembled, and could not ſpeak—But 
what became of me when I ſaw my mo- 
ther enter my dreſſing- room and advance 
towards me 

I ſunk back in my chair, from which 


1 had made a fruitleſs effort to riſe, and 
could only look on her with the greateſt 


aſtoniſhment. 
Without the leaſt, apparent, diſcom- 


poſure, ſhe cried, © So, Miſs, I have 
„found you at laſt: J ſuppoſe you 
do not in the leaſt imagine, that as 
= « you are under age, by ſome years, 
« your mother's conſent to your marri- 


age is neceſſary. 
1 was extremely diſconcerted, ſtill more 


ſo at the intimidating manner in which ſhe 


addreſſed herſelfto me; but the appearance 


of Lord Woodford, who at that inſtant, 


d entered 
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entered the room, reſtored me to the 
full poſſeſſion of my faculties, and en- 
couraged me to reply, riſing at the ſame 
time, You would have been conſul- 
ted, Madam, undoubtedly, upon this 
« occaſion, had I thought it poſſible for 
«© you not to be tranſported with the 
* honour. Lord Woodford is ready to 
0 do me, by making me his wife. 

« I may, certainly, be brought to con- 
ſent,” anſwered ſhe, with an affected 
haughtineſs, upon ſome conditions.“ 

Lou have no right to make any 

conditions,” ſaid a perſon, immediately, 
whom 1 had not, in my confuſion, oh- 
ſerved. « Charlotte — for that lady's 


« name is not Frances—0wes you no 
duty; you are not her mother.“ 


. Here was aſtoniſhment not to be de- 
: ſcribed, | We all ſeemed ftruck dumb, | 
: | while the perſon who ſpoke laſt, (and in 


' EO whom 
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whom both my lord and 1 recognized 
Mrs. Burdet) proceeded in the following 
terms, addreſſing herſelf to my lord; to 
Lady Woodford alſo, and to Lady An- 
ne, who had by this time, joined us.— 
This younglady—looking at ne- was 
850 delivered to me to be nurſed when ſhe 
ewas not above a fortnight old, by a 
« woman who ſaid ſhe had reaſons for 
„ keeping her birth a ſecret ; ſhe gave | 
et me ten guineas with her, charged me 
* to be careful of her, as ſhe would, in a 
cc proper time, be demanded, and ad- 
« ded, that her name was Charlotte 
«Selwyn : 1 had alſo a daughter of 
« this Mrs. Wanley' sto nurſe, of, the 
« name of Frances, who had never 
ce been much taken notice of by her 
| * mother, and who dicd about two 
e months after Miſs Charlotte was 
brought to me: Mrs. Wanley was 
| OE « then 
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< then in the country. My huſband - 
« and I, firmly believing. that Mifs 
Charlotte would be left upon our 
* hands, as nobody had enquired after 
her, agreed to put her off upon Mrs: 
„% Wanley for her own daughter, as 
© they were nearly of an age, and not 
„ much unlike each other. Pray God 
« forgive me for this fraud! it was 
my firſt ſin.— Mrs. Wanley, at the uſu - 
« al:timg; carried home her ſuppoſed 
daughter. Not Tong afterwards, my 
« huſband: died, and I was taken inte 
an old gentle woman's family to wait 
upon her: a diſtant relation of hers; 

«.a kind of Gentleman, tho? with a ve- 
ty ſmall fortune, tools a liking: to 
* me, but demurred about marrying 
4 me, becauſe I had been in ſo low a ſta· 
tion of life as to nurſe children: to 
remove his objections, I told him tat 
5 1 few 
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- < few people knew I had been ſo em- 
* ployed; and that I could filence even 
8 choſe.—In ſhort, I prevailed on him to 
« marry. me, but as I married him en- 
« tirely for what little he had, we lived 
very unhappily together On his dy- 
e ing without a will, I came in only for 
* my thirds, which were too ſmall for 
* my. ſubſiſtence, I therefore tcok a 
« houſe and let lodgings. However, 
{© before my laſt huſband died; I met 
« Mrs; Wanley in the ſtreet near her 
e Gwyn houſe ; the ſpoke fo me, and aſk- 
* ed me if I would go home with her, 
« and fee Fanny. T heſitated at firſt, 
«bur afterwards conſented,” thinkin 
ec that a refuſal might create ſuſpicions \ 
1. Tonly defired Mrs. Wanley not to men- 
© tion to her daughter, or any body elſe, 
& that 1 had ever taken in nurſe chil- 


vs 


re dfen, on Mr. Burdet's account. I 


** „ n « found | 
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found Miſs Fanny, whom I knew to 
« be Charlotte, by a mole under her 
right ear, grown a very fine girl, and 
ce J was, at that time glad to ſee ſhe had 
* been ſo well managed: 1 was 

*« ſurprized in two or three years after, 
64 during which I had, more than once, 
e called at Mrs. Wanley's, to meet 
« her in the ſtreet, running from her 
mother, who had, ſhe told me, 
agreed to ſell her to Sir Thomas 
« Combes, and intreating me to protect 
e her. Thinking, at firſt, that ſne 
* would be a trouble to me, I refuſed; 

* but on ſecond thoughts, conſidering 

« that I had received money for the 
care of her when ſhe was an infangy 
<« and that hardly any of it had"been 
6 ſpent upon her, I gave her leave to 
«© go home with me. She painted 
* flowets for her livelihood, til Mrs: 

| 1 . 0 
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© Waaley, finding ſhe was at 1 houſe, 
came and told me Sir Thomas would 
give me a handſome ſum if 1 would 
* connive at his carrying her off, I 
« am aſhamed to own that I could not 
« reſiſt the temptation thrown in my 
6 way, —] pretended to. have a fall near 

i the baker's who ſerved me, and ſent 
for her from thence on purpoſe to de- 
coy her into the ſtreet; but I was 
« puniſhed for my. wickedneſs. She 
« was reſcued, as I afterwards heard, by 
« this Gentleman (turning to Lord 
% Woodford) and Mrs. Wanley would 
not ſuffer Sir Thomas to pay me for 
« my trouble. Soon after this event, 
„I was ſeized with a violent fit of the 
« ſtone which brought me to the brink. 
« of the grave, and made me think ſeri- 
« ouſly of all my fins : yet tho! Ideceiv- 
„ ed Mrs. Wanley into the bringing 

| 8 up 
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up this child as her own, I conſidered - 
that ſhe had deſerved to be deceived 
for her unnatural behaviour to her: 
but when I reflected on my having 
conſented to betray the poor innocent 


girl, at ber age, into the hands of: 8 


Sir Thomas, my conſcience bitterly, 


reproached . me, and during the vio-- 


lent pangs-1 felt, while 1. lay racked! 


with my diſorder, I was often tempted P 
to diſcover all I knew about Miſs: 


Charlotte, tho? I. could not tell to 


whom, nor what advantage my diſco- 
very would be of to her. A few 


weeks ago, when I was confined to 


my bed, a perſon came to ſee me, and 
c aſked me if l remembered her, adding, 


What 1s. become. of Charlotte Sel- - 


wyn, whom I brought you to nurſe 


about eighteen years ago Pn] ſtarted 


«-at, the queſtion, and was. once temp-.. 


K 5 TL ted; 
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ted to ſay that ſhe es an infant, as 
i nobody could diſprove ſuch a decla- 
ration; but a ſudden pang came 
& acroſs me, and made me reſolve to 
« confeſs the truth, which I did: : aſſu- 
« ring her, however, at the ſame time, 
« that aed, as I thought, for the beſt, 
"uy placing her with Mrs. Wanley, 
©« but I Was filent about the attempt to 
« carry her off; 1 only ſaid that "The 
4 had left me, and that 1 knew no: 
« thing concerning her. Laſt night tht 
fame perſon came again — “ I have 
4 heard, ſaid ſhe, an imperfect ſtory 
« with regard to the lady whom Lord 
4% Woodford is going to marry; they 
« tell me ſhe is Mrs. Wanley's Daugh- 
<< ter; therefore, if you have not deceived 
« me, this lady muſt be Charlotte Sel- 
« wyn.” —As I was then a little better, 
W, offered to 90 with kerto Mrs. Wan- 
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<« ley, to aſk her what ſhe knew. of the 
© matter, and 1 told her what I have 
< now related: ſhe replied, If what: 


< you have told me is true, you de- 
* ſerve to be hanged ; but 1 am ſure 
e you have invented this tale to ſerve 
«+ ſome bad purpoſe, and I will, have 
nothing to do with you; I deſire 
t you won't think of troubling Lord 
and Lady Woodford with ſuch an 
idle ſtory; as my lord's family will 
then refuſe their conſent to Mare a 
da girl owned by, nobody. Mrs. 
Clayton anſwiered. 5 Mus. Charlotte, 
e madam, has a father living, who will, 


- | hope, own her: he is very able to 


„ give her a fortune, a9 bi: name is. 
ao Seymount.““ 5 5 6 Re 
No words can 7 "the addon 


a of all preſent at the concluſion of 
N Burdet's intelligence. As, for my- 
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lord and myſelf, we were equally ap- 
prehenſive of a diſcovery which might 
ſeparate us for ever. We looked full of 
wonder. Chear up, my Fanny ;” ſaid 
he, every moment attentive to me—. 
Chear up my Fanny, all will go well.” 
&« It will indeed my lord,” ſaid Mrs. 
Clayton—{who had, till then, ſtood be- 
hind Mrs. Burdet — they had both 
been let in together, ſoon after my ſup- 
poſed mother, on there inſiſting that 
they had ſomething to reveal of the 
greateſt importance.) Miſs Charlotte 
« Selwyn was placed under the care of 
* M rs. Burdet by me, when ſhe was not a- 
<« bove a fortnight old: her mother was the 
« only daughter of Sir Thomas Combes. 
« Gracious Heaven!“ exclaimed F, 

« from what have you not delivered me, 
my lord pu 5: | 1 
Y % Jes, madam,” continued Mrs. 
Clayton, * Sir Thomas is your grand- 
„father. 
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father. Mr, Seymount had long 
been i in love with Miſs, Combes, on 
whom I waited, but never could pre- 
yail on his father to conſent to their 
marriage, unleſs Sir Thomas would 
give her a fortune : however, on bis 
refuſal, the lovers found means, tho f 
unknown to me, as their meetings 
were abroad, to be happy without his 
leave. My young lady at length, 
with much contrition, informed 
me of the conſequences with which 
thoſe meetings had been attended, 


vowing that ſhe never would ſee Mr. 
: Seymount again, if I would but affiſt 
der upon the approaching, and drea- 
ded occaſion. To make ſhort of my 


| ſtory, I contrived matters ſo that the 
was delivered of a fine girl with the 
utmoſt privacy : the midwife and my- 
ſelf were 17 Une . perſons acquainted 


gi. - op 
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65 3 is. affair: the former took e care 

« of the child till 1 beard of Mrs. Bur- 

7 det as a nurſe: my young, lady then 
& gave! me twenty guineas, ten of which 


1 I placed with Miſs Charlotte Selwyn. 


64 (for ſo I was ordered to call her) in 
66 Mrs. Burdet's 8 bands. Soon after 
40 wards, on my lady s going to F rance 
40 with a friend of her mother 8, | car- * 
« ried the other ten guineas to the nurſe, 
« not knowing who to truſt with the 
« ſecret, andintending. to ſee the child 
% again when we returned to England. 
Gs But my. lady. dying i in about a mir 
6« - after our arrival at Paris, 1 vent into 


« the ſervice of another Engliſh family, 
| 92 with whom [ remained in France and 


& Hay, till a. few weeks ago—Hearing 


« of the geach of an uncle who hag | left 
6 me an annuity, | reſolved to comeback | 


d My native country, the ſight of 
| « which. 
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&« © which brought my "firſt ar 8% 8 


60 ſirongly to my mind, that Idetermined 


« to enquire after the child, and Mrs. 
c Burdet told me what ſhe has related: 


cr Then, finding that the obſcurity of 
" her birth only had hindered her alli- | 
« ance with Lord 'Woodford, I thought 
it my duty to clear up that point ; I 
a hope I have done it to the ſatisfaction 
4 of every body preſent, and 1 dare be- 
40 lieve that Mr. Seymount will be 
very much pleaſed to acknowledge 
2 the young, 3 oy: io e 


F 84 lady, bo, dating! that one iniſtike | 


50 in her conduct, w was the moſt amiable 
i | » 


&« of \ women. 3 
Here ſhe opp ed, F P received 
| the approbation of Lord and Lady 
Woodfard. As to myſelf, L was loſt i in 
amazement, - 
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amazement, and a kind of bachful ſatiſ⸗ 
faction. 4 rejoiced. to find that Mrs. 


Wanley. who had diſcovered ſo few ma- 
ternal ſenſations, was not my mother, 
but I grieved for the indiſcretion of her 
to whom I really owed my birth. 
My lord, ſeeing my, agitation, ſtrove: 
to calm my diſordered mind. 
My lady propoſed to Mrs. Clayton 
the making, known to Mr. Sey mount 
his daughter's ſituation, ficſt aſking her 
ſon if he admitted the propriety of ſuch. 
a. procedure. 
+ Undoubtedly, madam”, replied 
he; © tho* with. regard to myſelf, let 
« my wife—for ſhe will ſoon be my wife 
« find a father or not, let her be cal: 

« led Fanny or Charlotte, ſhe will be 
E 1-4 n dear to me; yet, 1 ſhall always 

<«< << prefer the name of Fanny, vegas I 
255 Knew her fiſt by that name.“ 
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I bowed, and thanked him - thanked 
him alſo again and again, for having ſaved 
me from Sir Thomas, and from Mr. 
Sey mount, from a grandfather, and 
from a brother. Wonderful are the ways 
of Heaven! 
Mrs. Wanley, as ſoon. as Mrs. Clay- 
ton left us to go to Mr. Seymount's, 
would have walked off, but my lord. in- 
ſiſted upon her ſtaying till her return, to 
give evidence, if neceſſary ; ; ſhe was 
| therefore conducted into the parlour with 
Mrs. Burdet—My Lord, Lady Wood- 
ford, Lady Anne, and myſelf, then tal- 
ked over the unexpected denoement of 
my little hiſtory. My lord murmured 
exceedingly at our wedding's being poſt⸗ 
poned, unavoidably, to the next day. 
In the midſt of his tender complaints 
Mrs. Clayton returned, and with her 


came the two Mr. Seymounts, father and 
| RU 
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fon ; the former cried out, „Where is 
«my girl? Many and many fruitleſs 
& enquiries have I made after the 
daughter of my Charlotte.” 
Falling at my father's fret, 1 beg gged 
his bleſſing.— As ſoon as he had bleſſed 
me, we wept over each other. Young 
de y mount then, ever impetuous, ruſhed 
into my arms the words, brother — ſiſter 
—inſtantly interchanged, made an al- 
moſt inſupportable addition to the plea- 
fure which ſwelled my father's heart— 
« Since you are deſtined,” ſaid my bro- 
ther, in his lively manner, to be married 
| * to Lord Woodford, L am heartily 
« glad that you prove ſo nearly. related 
« to me, otherwiſe his lordſhip would, 
<« moſt probably, check my tranſports. 
5 upon this animating occaſion.“— 
We could not help ſmiling at this 
ſprightly effuſion of my brother's - 


ce Lou | 
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% You know, Charlotte, continued he, 
(for that is now your name, 1 think) 


4 that] had always a natural Propenſity 
« to love you.“ 


| Lord Woodford N bim Ty he 
ſhould be always happy to call him brother 
—laying a particular emphaſis on that 
word, and looking archly at the fame 
time, at Lady Anne. e 
Lad) Anne's face glowed while” 
| complimented him about his new ter. 
He allantiy, replied, 4 That he 
* would not for more than he could 
et name, have her ladyſhip fo! near him in 
25 the tabl le of confanguinity.” 
The next thing. to be done was 5 to di 2 
mit our informers. "Mrs. Wanſey was 
ſuffered to depart, ſufficiently unhap- 
PY by the contempt of « every body inthe 
room. Mrs. Burdet was pretty "ſmartly 


NR, but afcerwards lorgiven. 


* "FT 0 


« S273 


As 


* - i 
' 


_ 


212 MEMOIRS OF 
As to Mrs. Clayton, ſhewas, as ſhe de- 
ſerved to be, handſomely rewarded. 

The next morning my father gave 
me, with looks, ſtrongly expreſſive of 
ſatisfaction, at the altar, to my lord, 
and, by ſo doing, made me the happi- 
eſt of women. My father told his ſon, 
at the ſame time, that he muſt ſpare me 
part of his fortune, out of regard to the 
memory of my mother, and out. of af 
foction to myſelf. ; 
In ſpite however of the lee which 
JL enjoyed, I could not help lamenting the 
fate. of an _ unfortunate . mother: with 
my tears, on that mother's. account, 1 
mixed fervent acknowledgments to hea: 
ven, and. to my amiable huſband, few. 
having preſerved.me from. a ſimilar fate. 
As to Sir Thomas, my grandfather, 
every body thought it beſt not to take 
any notice of him.; after his behaviour 
do 
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to his daughter and to me, no honour 
could reſult from an alliance with him. 
—His own remorſe, it was highly pro- 
bable, would, one day, ſufficiently pu- 


niſh him for all his criminal proceedings. 
My dear lord, being g obliged to make 


a viſit to his uncle in Derbyſhire, who 
once occaſioned . ſo much uneaſineſs to 
me, choſe to leave me here, left I ſhould 


be too deeply affected by the melancholy 


ſcene to which he had been ſummoned, 


as his uncle was given over. During 


his abſence, I became as eaſy as I could 
poſſibly be, at ſuch a juncture, in your 


accquaintance. You urged me many 


times to inform you of the hiſtory of 
my life, after having heard me men- 
tion ſeveral parts of it, which you 
thought extraordinary. I have obeyed 


you by writing it; but my lord will not 


let 


a ds © dn. 1 mY 
: 


214 MEMOIRS OF 


let me ſend | It to you till he ha rer 
it himſelf. 17 

N al lord Woodford has peruſed 
it, and he tells me that i it has given him 


more ſatisfaction than he can expreſs. — 


May he be ever as well pleaſed with me 
as he is at preſent, and then. ſhall ever 


ſubſcribe myſelf your happy, as well as 
Your ſincere friend, 


CHARLOTTE WOODFORD. 
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